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TEES TIME 


In 1986 in the lead up to privatisation, United’s Northumberland 
and Scarborough areas were separated into two new companies: 
Northumbria Motor Services and Scarborough & District, the 
latter then being transferred to East Yorkshire Motor Services. 

On 2 December 1987, as part of the privatisation of the National 
Bus Company, United was sold to Caldaire Holdings which had 
earlier purchased the West Riding Automobile Company. 

In 1990, the Cleveland and Middlesbrough operations were 
separated off and renamed Tees & District. 

United was sold to the Westcourt Group in 1992 and then in 
1995 to National Express, and again in 1996 to the Cowie Group. 
Today it is part of Arriva North East. 

Here are some memories of the brief but colourful Tees & 
District. 




























DEWH 





NEWS PLUS 6 

The latest news from the world of bus preservation and beyond. 

BACK ON TRACK 12 

A former guided busway MCW Metrobus has been restored to original 
condition. PHILIP LAMB reports. 

RETURN JOURNEY: WEST MIDLANDS AND THE 

MCW METROBUS MKII 16 

A pictorial tribute to the West Midlands MCW Metrobus Mkll. 

ON THE ROAD 18 

Chichester, Grantham and Havenstreet welcomed a selection of active 
preserved buses as this summer drew to a sunny close. DAVID JUKES presents. 

THE WHITE QUEEN 22 

A Southdown ‘Queen Mary’ Northern Counties-bodied Leyland PD3/4 
has turned white for a new career. NICK LARKIN reports. 

SUNBEAM CONQUERED! 26 

Hastings Tramways 34 (BDY 809), a 1947 Weymann-bodied Sunbeam W 
trolleybus, has made its operational debut at the East Anglia Transport 
Museum. DAVID JUKES reports. 

TROLLEY TIMES: INNSBRUCK 32 

PHILIP LAMB takes a brief look at Innsbruck’s trolleybuses 

SHOWBUS 2019 34 

SIMON GILL brings us a selection of the entries that took part. 

AN ARAB AT HOME 36 

NIGEL APPLEFORD reports on the restoration of Southampton 
Park Royal-bodied Guy Arab III No 222. 

RETURN JOURNEY: SOUTHAMPTON 42 

We look back at Southampton’s buses of the past. 

SHADES OF MIDLAND RED 46 

SIMON GILL reports on Stagecoach Midland Red 202 (M202 LHP), 
an Alexander PS-bodied Volvo BIOM that returned to original condition 
this year. 

NO STANDING PLEASE! 50 

Following on from his comprehensive round-up of seat moquette 
designs last month. ASHLEY BLACKMAN takes a look at putting your 
moquette to good use. 

AFTER THEY WERE FAMOUS: L-PLATE LOVELIES 54 

Some unusual training vehicles from our archives. 

THE MODEL PAGE 56 

NIGEL APPLEFORD scrutinises Original Omnibus Company (Corgi)’s 
AEC Q double-decker bus. 

OFF ROUTE 60 

A super recreation of United history and some ‘Off Route’ finds in the 
Sussex County town. Over to NICK LARKIN. 

BUSMART 65/1 

B&CP’s comprehensive advertising section, where you can buy or sell 
any bus-related item. 


MAIN PICTURE: 1974 Bristol LH6LTees 638 (VHN 589M) had 
at the time of this picturesque scene been returned to service 
following a spell as a driver-trainer. Pictures: PRESBUS ARCHIVE 

LEFT: Leyland National 2 No 3145 (RHG 885X) is seen leaving 
Middlesborugh bus station for Hartlepool in April 1992. 

RIGHT: New to 1985, ECW-bodied Leyland Olympian 251 
(B25I NVN) is seen in 1991 en route to Stockton. 

COVER: Now restored and taking passengers for rides again 
is West Midlands Travel Tracline MCW Metrobus MK2 8110 
(AMO WVP). Read the full story on page 12. PHILIP LAMB 
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YARDLEY WOOD BUS CLUB 


“Atlas Editions” Models £10 Each 


LATEST & RECENT OXFORD RELEASES 


TRAMS & LOCOS 

HQ-01 BLACKPOOL BALOON 1960 
HQ-02 FELTHAM TRAM UCC 1931 
HQ-03 BLACKPOOL RAILCOACH 1937 
HQ-04 HONG KONG TRAM 1986 
HQ-05 SAN FRANCISCO CABLE CAR 
HQ-99 KROKODIL LOCO 
HQ-20 STUBAITALBAHN TWI1904 
HQ-30 ATELIERS DE BRUGES 1949 

BUS COLLECTION New Addition 

J Y-28 STAR N52 1953 

Z Scale Trains Of The World 

KB-01 ORIENT EXPRESS 

KB-03 TEE EDELWEISS Z GAUGE 

KB-05 TRAIN BLEU 

KB-06TRANS SIBERIAN RAILWAY 

KB-07 RHEINGOLD 

KB-08 SVT 877 FILEGHENDER 

KB-09 SHINKANSEN 

KB-10 MIKADO 141 RENFE 

KB-11 GOLDEN ARROW 

KB-12 MINSTRAL 

KB-13 CORNISH RIVIERA 

KB-16 VINDOBONA 

KB-17 KIRUNA-NARVIK 

KB-18 TRANSALPIN 

KB-19 RIO GRANDE SCENIC 

KB-20 BAYERISCHE LUDWIGSBAHN 

KB-22 MALLARD World Record Train 

KB-23THE GHAN 

KB-25 SANTA FE SUPER CHIEF 

KB-27 ZACKENBAHN 

KB-28 HENSCHEL WEGMANN ZUG 

KB-99SUD EXPRESS 


GREAT BRITISH BUSES 
J B-02 SOUTHDOWN BRISTOL LODEKKA 
J B-03 WALLACE ARNOLD BEDFORD OB 
j B-04 LONDON TRANS. TROLLEYBUS 
J B-05 SOUTHDOWN QUEEN MARY O/T 
j B-10 BRIGHTON & HOVE AEC REGENT 
J B-ll DOUGLAS CORP. AEC REGENT 
J B-12 MIDLAND RED CM5T COACH 
j B-13 BLACKPOOL BALLOON TRAM 
J B-14 GREEN LINE AEC Q TYPE 
JB-16 WESTERN WELSH LEYLAND TIGER 
j B-18 RIBBLE BURLINGHAM SEAGULL 
J B-19 LEEDS CITY TRANS. CROSSLEY 
j B-20 WEST RIDING BEDFORD VAL 
J B-21 LINCOLN LEYLAND TITAN 
j B-22 HANTS & DORSET PANORAMA 
j B-23 BLACKPOOL BRUSH RAILCOACH 
j B-24 ST HELENS AEC REGENT V 
J B-25 METROPOLITAN FELTHAM TRAM 
JB-26 MIDLAND RED D9 
J B-28 HULL CORP. TROLLEYBUS 
j B-29 EAST YORKSHIRE BET 
j B-30 MIDLAND RED WEST LEY. LYNX 

COACH COLLECTION 
New Additions & Restocks 
j E-07 HENSCHEL HS 100 N 
J E-09 SAMUEL LEDGARD PLAXTON 
J E-16 TRANS PEAK PLAXTON PREMIER 
j E-19 HOLLAND COACH LEY. VERHEUL 
j E-22 BUSSING SENATOR 
J E-23 KRUPP TITAN 080 
J E-27 FIAT306/3 INTERURBANO 
j E-28 SCANIA VABIS D 11 

Keep Checking our 
Facebook Page for ALL the 
Latest News 


43WFA-001SOUTH WALES WEYMANN FANFARE £34 
COMMERATIVE BOX CELEBRATING 25 YEARS OF OXFORD MODELS 

76DC-001 SOUTHDOWN DUPLE COMMANDER £15 

76MW-6004TILLING TRANSPORT BRISTOL MW6G £15 

76MW-6005 THAMES VALLEY BRISTOL MW6G £15 

760WB-14 ISLE OF MAN ROAD SERVICES BEDFORD OB £15 

76DC-002 GREY CARS DUPLE COMMANDER £15 

76SB-004 COUNTY DONEGAL RAILWAYS SARO BUS £15 

76LRT-009 ALEXANDER BLUEBIRD LEYLAND ROYAL TIGER £15 
76 PAN-009 RIBBLE (N.B.C) PLAXTON PANORAMA £15 

THIS WINTERS HALF PRICE OFFER 

PD2-004 

SAMUEL LEGARD 
LEYLAND PD2 

PNW 91 (llkley via Guiseley) 

AVAILABLE FROM 1st November 2019 Whilst Stocks Last 

NORTHCORD ADL ENVIRO 400 MODELS 



NORTHCORD MODEL Available Now 


DUE 2019-2020 £45 

6509 ABELLIO BUS (2600, YY67 GZW) £45 Available Now 

6510 YELLOW BUSES (200, SN17 MTO £45 Available Now 
6515 METROLINE (TEH2087, LK15 CUH) £45 Available Now 

UK 6517 ADL ENVIRO 400 10.5 m UNPAINTED KIT 
Available Now for £39 

6511 S/C WEST SCOTLAND (10930, SN67 XAY) £45 
Available Now 



UK 6515 METROLINE LONDON ADL ENVIRO 400 MMC 
Limited to 1200 Worldwide 


6512 SOUTHERN VECTIS (1660, HW67 AHY) £45 
6513 STAGECOACH SOUTH (10892, YX67 VCE)£45 
6514 FIRST IN GLASGOW (33201, SK68 LWN) £45 
UK 6516 STAGECOACH SOUTH GOLD 10770, SN66 VYR £44 


Our Price 



RAPIDO MODELS 

Good News, The Models Are Now In Production And 
They Are Due In The UK In A Few Weeks 


POSTAL CHARGES FOR UK RATES FROZEN AGAIN UNTIL 

MARCH 2020. Increase in Europe & World Rates 
UK Rates: 1 Model = £3: Each Additional Model £1.50 each 
Europe Rates: 1 Model = £5: Each Additional Model £2 each 
Worldwide Rates: £7 per Model 
Payment by Cheque, BankTransfer Credit/Debit Cards 

www.ywbc.co.uk 

Email Address: turland@btinternet.com 

07814 403173 


YARDLEY WOOD BUS CLUB 
71 TAYLOR ROAD 
KINGS HEATH 
BIRMINGHAM B13 OPB 


We have added 
another site to FB, 
it is called 
“YWBC New Bus 
Models & Releases” 
where you can catch 
up with the Latest 
Model News. 


RALLY DATES FOR 2019 SEASON 


Dec 7/8th Manchester Transport 
Museum 

Christmas Cracker Event 

Due to the continuing problems 
with our website Please phone 
or email your pre-orders and 
orders direct to us through the 
details below 
07814 403173 
turland@ btinternet.com 



Follow Us On Facebook and 
Twitter to hear all the Latest 
Model News 

Updated most days 


SERVICE WITH A SMILE AT YWBC 
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Reflections 


As I write this another season nears its 
close. There have been several restorations 
completed this year, both significant and 
excellent and in many cases both. But as we 
have highlighted many times before, time is 
not on our side. Father Time and the Grim 
Reaper are both conspiring to slow and 
bring to a standstill many others. 

Furthermore as indicated in this month’s 
‘Busmart’, the value of some of our 
treasured fleet of heritage vehicles is falling. 
Ten years ago or so, a Bedford OB could 
fetch £35,000. A price tag of £20,000 is 
more realistic these days. Additionally this 
month you could land yourself a London 
Transport RF for a cool £25,000, a desirable 
purchase which we will watch with interest. 

The one that we really can’t get our 
heads round at the moment is the Phillips 
of Holywell Foden double-decker, kept 
undercover at Wythall for more years 
than anyone can remember. The picture 
indicates clearly the current condition. 
Surely someone wants this bus. It’s rare and 
highly desirable and it’s open to offers, but 
as I write, it would seem no-one has come 
forward. 

The Foden is one of several buses which 
took refuge thereduring Wythall’s early 
days and is clearly now in the wrong 
place, not fitting at all with the museum’s 
collecting policy,. To our knowledge it is 
one of just three surviving Foden double- 
deckers. So come on chaps, give Dave 
Taylor at Wythall a call. 

Returning to the closing season, 
attendances on the door’ have at some 


events been below expectations. We have 
just returned from an excellent event 
at the North West Museum of Road 
Transport in St Helens. Back in the days 
of Preserved Bus (remember that?), Sandra 
and I spent many weekends there courtesy 
of Easyjet out of Luton — very convenient 
as Sandra was living in Aylesbury at the 
time. 

Looking back now we were impressed 
beyond belief at how much the museum 
had come on. If you haven’t been recently, 
put it on your radar for next season. You 
will not be disappointed. 

We understand that more than 300 
people paid to come in — a lot of them 
families. I went outside and joined a short 
queue to board the Preston Panther for a 
ride around the town. The Panther was one 
of the buses under restoration in the days 
of those early visits, and which when fully 
restored featured on the pages of 
this magazine. 

Anyway, I took my seat in the warm 
to witness the bus fill up with passengers 
appearing from nowhere! Hope that they 
had all paid their dues at the admission 
desk — the cost of the diesel alone used 
on the day had to be considerable and 
someone has to foot the bill. Diverting 
museum funds to pay these costs means 
less money to restore and maintain the 
vehicles, which takes us back to where 
we came in. Let’s do what we can to get 
important buses restored. It’s not cheap, 
so please do your bit and contribute if 
you can. 
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Historic Bus returns after repaint 


The Oxford Bus Museum’s 1961 Dennis 
Loline II (304 KFC) has returned from 
Selby in Yorkshire having had its front 
end rebuilt, window seals replaced and a 
complete repaint including period adverts 
on the sides and rear. The last repaint was 
over 20 years ago. 

Museum Trustee Chris Butterfield 
commented: ‘Although the Loline is in 


running order, 180 miles is a long way for 
a bus almost 60 years old and the trustees 
decided it was prudent to bring it back on 
a low-loader’. 

There is still mechanical work to do 
before the bus can be put back on the 
road and periodically give museum visitors 
rides. Most urgently the rear tyres need to 
be replaced as they are past their best. 




Southdown Calendar 

Now available is this 2020 calendar 
featuring preserved Southdown Leyland 
National 34 (PCD 80R). Spiral bound, it 
is in A4 format, printed on good quality 
art paper and features full colour photos 
of National PCD 80R both in service with 
various companies and in preservation. 

The calendars are priced at £12.50 
each which includes postage and packing. 
All monies from sales will go directly 
towards the ongoing maintenance of 
the bus. Anyone wishing to purchase a 
copy is invited to send a cheque to Paul 
Llewellyn, 19 Burwash Park, Fontridge 
Lane, Etchingham, East Sussex TN19 7DE. 


Calendar 


SOUTHDOWN 

mational 

r34^PCD80R] 


Forward Models reaches the terminus 


Forward Models, manufacturer of diecast 
model buses has closed. Owner Derek 
Perry has issued the following statement: 

T am very sorry to announce that Forward 
Models (Birmingham) Ltd has closed. I 
have had to retire due both to ill health 
and price rises out of my control. 

T set up the company in 2011 to make 
a few models of the buses I remembered 
from growing up in Birmingham in the 
1950s and 1960s. I went on to produce 
4,000 buses in that first batch of 



Birmingham ‘Standards’ including ‘tin 
fronts’ and Crossley radiators. Further 
models were produced in WMPTE 
livery and later in Edinburgh, Hull and 
Newcastle colours. 

‘Designs were also prepared for buses 
from Manchester and Glasgow, to be 
followed by Belfast, Coventry, Rotherham, 
Cardiff and other cities. The order was 
ready to send to the factory in China at 
the end of June 2016, coinciding with the 
result of the EU referendum. However, 
when the result was announced, the value 
of the pound dropped massively. 

‘Some of the new models were 
eventually delivered in early 2018, but at 
a selling price that was 50% higher than 
previous models. Inevitably, they did not 
sell well enough in a market that was 
already in turmoil with the loss of EFE 
and other manufacturers. In the same year 
I was diagnosed with a serious illness. This 
made it impossible to continue the tasks of 


administering the company and marketing 
the new models. I decided to wind up the 
company in 2019. My plans for the future 
were sadly ended; I was simply unable 
to continue as Forward Models. I can, at 
least, say that I am proud of the models I 
was able to produce and I thank everyone 
who has supported this enterprise. 

‘Forward Models is no longer trading 
and is up for sale; its assets are for sale, 
including the tooling to make the models, 
the name, logo and website, and the 
remaining stocks of model buses. Buyers 
are being sought. Any enquiries regarding 
orders, bonds or other liabilities should be 
sent to: info@forwardmodels.net. 

‘Buyers may also send enquiries about 
purchasing any part of the business to the 
same e-mail address, including wholesale 
purchasing of remaining stock. Models 
are on sale to retail purchasers through an 
online shop at www.my-collection.co.uk. 
Picture: NIGEL APPLEFORD 
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Happy 80th birthday ‘Old Girl’ 


Museums says 
‘Get Ready to Roll’ 

The Greater Manchester Museum of 
Transport is asking preserved vehicle 
owners to get ready for its forthcoming 
‘showcase’ events in the next five years. 
The museum has taken the unusual step 
of publishing its provisional events list 
five years in advance so that owners of 
appropriate buses who might want to 
take part can plan ahead. 

Next year will mark 100 years of 
Salford buses so the Museum’s own 
fleet will be on display including 1939 
AEC Regent 235, restored in Salford 
prewar red and ivory livery. But any bus 
that ran into the city will be welcome 
including much-missed Lancashire 
United Transport plus Bolton, Leigh and 
Manchester Corporations. 

Then in 2021 it’ll be a celebration of 
the 1980s, before and after deregulation, 
before 2022 takes us back to the 1950s 
with back-loader buses galore. 

2023 will mark the centenary of 
much-missed-but-loved North Western, 
which once served huge swathes of 
Greater Manchester, Cheshire and 
Derbyshire. And with an estimated 
20 North Western buses and coaches 
known to be mobile or expected 
to be finished by then, it’ll be a big 
commemoration for a company that was 
a giant of the BET empire until it was 
split up in 1972. 

Lastly, the big one, 2024, the 
bicentenary of the bus. The United 
Kingdom’s first ‘proper’ bus service 
wasn’t Mr Shillibeer’s London venture 
in 1829 but was the enterprise of John 
Greenwood, Pendleton toll collector, 
five years earlier. Greenwood’s empire 
grew and prospered and formed 
the nucleus of the Manchester City 
Transport empire, and the Museum of 
Transport is planning to make 200 years 
of Britain’s buses worth remembering. 

Museum spokesman Paul Williams 
explained the background behind the 
plan: “We plan an event every year to 
raise our profile, create new riding and 
photo opportunities and most of all just 
provide a grand day out. We always pick 
themes where we can provide at least 
some vehicles, of course, but we always 
like to welcome other friends who have 
appropriate buses and coaches. With 
such a big set of milestones coming up, 
we want people to prepare both to bring 
vehicles and to simply be there to enjoy 
themselves.” 

The Museum says that the list is a 
provisional draft for now, but there will 
be regular updates to confirm and to set 
specific dates. 


On Tuesday 17 September, Go-Ahead’s 
Isle of Wight subsidiary Southern Vectis 
invited members of the public to help 
celebrate the 80th birthday of its 1939 
Bristol K5G 702 (CDL 899), affectionately 
known as 'The Old Girl’. 

The Bristol, delivered just 42 days before 
the start of World War 12, carries an ECW 
body and was put into service as a closed- 
top double-decker carrying both Islanders 
and visitors throughout the War and for a 
long time afterwards prior to conversion 
to open-top in 1959, the bus, by then, 
already 20-years old. No 702 has provided 
summer open-top services alongside many 
other generations of Island open-toppers 
between Shanklin and Ventnor before 


joining the 'Needles Breezer route on 
which it worked until 1999. Since then it 
has led a more leisurely life on private hire 
duties and attending events and rallies. 

Between 10.30 and 15.30 on a gloriously 
sunny day, a tea party to celebrate the 
birthday took place at Ryde bus station, 
with visitors invited to make donations for 
tea and (delicious) homemade cakes, the 
proceeds from which were donated to the 
Royal British Legion, many members of 
which turned out to join in the festivities 
which also included hourly short tours 
on 'The Old Girl’ again in return for a 
donation to the RBL. 

Report and pictures: 

NIGEL APPLEFORD 
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Another Bedford OB changes ownership 

1949 Bedford OB/Duple LYB 
941, new to Tor of Street in 1949, 
has recently passed to Chalkwell 
Coach Hire of Sittingbourne 
from Nostalgia Travel of North 
Hinksey, the owner it since 1989. 

LYB 941 appeared in two TV 
series: 'All Creatures Great and 
Small’ in 1988/89 and in 'Spitting 
Image’ in 1991. 

It had been maintained to class 
6 standard with Nostalgia Travel 
and used on wedding hire and 
other heritage work. It is expected 
to be available for similar work 
with Chalkwell. 

Report: JOHN WAKEFIELD 
Picture: DAVID GREEN 



Felix saves Bedford OB 


Suffolk coach operator Felix of Long 
Melford has bought a third Bedford OB 
for its heritage fleet, LJO 757, new to 
Chiltonian of Chilton Foliat in November 
1950 as GBL 200 and rebuilt in 1982 by 
the Oxford Bus Co for former Oxford 
Bus Museum director Colin Judge. It was 
re-registered LJO 757 to represent an OB 
in the South Midland Fleet. 

Following ownership by a number 
of enthusiasts and dealers, it has for 
the last 19 years been owned by Essex 
businessman Ken Howard of Upminster 
who used it annually to convey dignitaries 
at the Lord Mayor’s Show and Cart 
Marking ceremony in London. 


The OB passed to Felix in early 
September where after a seat re-trim and 
repaint it will join the company’s other 
OBs DBU 889 and CCB 861 on wedding 
hire and other heritage work. 

Ken Howard said: 'I am very happy that it 
has gone to a good home. Felix Coaches will 
run it for many years to come, along with its 
other OBs. I did have an offer from a man 
in Kent who wanted to use it to transport his 
vintage Bentleys which would have meant 
the rear being ripped out and a ramp fitted, 
something I was not prepared to accept for 
such a lovely and graceful "Old Girl”.’ 
Report: JOHN WAKEFIELD 
Picture: PAUL FEATHERSTONE 



Wings bus fails to 
sell at auction 

Bristol KSW5G WNO 481, an open-top 
double-decker bus new as a closed-top 
bus to Eastern National and later used 
by Paul McCartney and Wings, on their 
‘Wings Over Europe Tour’ of 1972, 
failed to sell in an auction of Beatles 
records and memorabilia held by Omega 
Auctions on Merseyside on 8 October. 
The guide price was assessed to be 
£ 15,000-£25,000 but the lot failed to 
reach the reserve. 

Since the Wings tour the 1953-built 
bus was repainted and used by a hire 
company. Repainted again, it was sold 
by Sothebys in the early 1990s and 
was subsequently found in a ravine in 
Tenerife. 

It was rescued and brought back to 
the UK by Justin James who had hoped 
to use it for musical children’s tours, but 
that plan didn’t work out, and he is now 
emigrating to Australia. 

The bus requires full restoration, 
but still wears its cl990s ‘paint job’ and 
many original features, along with all the 
relevant documentation and paperwork. 
Report: JOHN WAKEFIELD 
Picture: OMEGA AUCTIONS 
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WMPTE 50 

Blessed with fine weather, the 
Transport Museum Wythall’s 
WMPTE 50 event sponsored 
by Cummins was a great 
success. Highlights of the day 
were the arrival of the National 
Express West Midlands 
fleet of award-winning 
heritage-liveried vehicles, 
specifically Wolverhampton, 
West Bromwich, Walsall 
and Birmingham and the 
running of the museum’s two 
Cummins-engined buses, 
a Wolverhampton Daimler 
Roadliner and a Walsall 
Daimler CRC6 double decker. 
The early WMPTE livery, as 
carried by the first WMPTE 
Metrobuses, was represented 
by NXWM heritage-liveried 
Scania Omnicity 4780. 

The intensive WMPTE 
'Happy Hour’ (actually 3 
hours) running between 
Wythall and the Maypole 
ensured that the enthusiastic 
gathering could ride on 
vehicles from all four 
municipal heritage and early 
WMPTE fleets with the older 
vehicles being shadowed by the 
new as follows: Wolverhampton 
Daimler Roadliner NJW 719E 
with NXWM Trident 4535; 
Walsall Daimler Fleetline 
XDH 516G with NXWM 



Trident 4601; West Bromwich 
Daimler Fleetline NEA 
101F with NXWM Volvo 
B7 4679; Birmingham Guy 
Arab MOF 9 with NXWM 
Volvo B7 4651 and WMPTE 
Tracline Metrobus A110 WVP 
(Courtesy of Aston Manor 
Road Transport Museum) 
with NXWM Scania Omnicity 
4780. 

In addition, the museum 
was running its regular 
services into the Worcs/ 

Warks countryside plus the 
CAZ threatened 750 into 
Birmingham City Centre. 


Event sponsor Cummins 
displayed two of its very 
latest, highly efficient power 
units and a vehicle battery 
pack illustrating today’s 
technological advances in 
stark contrast to its 9.6-litre 
V6 of the 1960s! Visitors 
were delighted to receive 
Cummins 100 pens, key fobs 
and brochure material as 
mementos of the day. 

TMW Trustee and proud 
owner of both the Walsall 
Cummins-engined Daimler 
CRC6 and the Walsall Daimler 
Fleetline, Dave Taylor, said, 


'We were delighted with our 
visitor numbers today and 
the response to our 'Happy 
Hour’ with WMPTE. There 
were smiles on many faces 
old and new and the sunshine 
provided some great photo 
opportunities with these rarely 
seen vehicles. I would also like 
to sincerely thank National 
Express West Midlands for 
generously bringing along five 
of its superb WM heritage 
fleet and to Cummins for its 
substantial sponsorship of the 
event’. Report and picture: 
DENNIS CHICK/TMW 



New colours 
for Dart 

Former Southampton Citybus Dennis 
Dart/Plaxton 325 (N325 ECR), one of 
the last pair of its type to be operated by 
First, has been restored to original Citybus 
livery. Now owned by Mark Greenfield, 
the panels were replaced or repaired by 
Mark and the repaint carried out by IM 
Services of Romsey. The Dart is seen at 
Bursledon railway station on 15 September 
as the station was celebrating its 130th 
anniversary, which coincided with the 
Southampton Transport Anniversaries 
weekend and the National Heritage open 
weekend. Picture: NIGEL APPLEFORD 
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OWB returns to 

Bedford OWB, GZ 2248, new to NIRTB 
in Northern Ireland in 1944 as its X337 has 
returned to Northern Ireland after 75 years. 

After service with NIRTB the OWB 
passed to Wye Valley Motors in 1948 later 
becoming a mobile shop. Around 1994 
Graham Martin of Warstone Motors 
acquired the chassis from Wacton Trading 
at Bromyard and fitted it with a rebuilt 
austerity-style Mulliner body from a 1948 


Northern Ireland 

ex-MoS Bedford OB, KGT 70. After 
restoration was completed in 2000, it was 
occasionally used on market day services 
in Shropshire to Newport and Norbury. 

After the demise of Warstone Motors 
it passed into preservation with Eddie 
Doig of West Kirby in June 2012, and has 
recently been sold to Jonathan Miller of 
Ballyclare, Northern Ireland. 

Report and picture: JOHN WAKEFIELD 



Rare Omni goes home 


H389 KPY, a surviving CVE Omni new to 
Empress Coaches in September 1990 has 
passed into preservation after 29 years with 
the company. The Omni was a futuristic 
low-floor minibus built by City Vehicle 
Engineering of Shildon, County Durham. 

The new owner is Graeme Scarlett 
of The Eden, West Auckland who has 
bought it for preservation. Steve Dine, 
owner of Empress Coaches drove the bus 
to a village near Wye in Kent on 21 August 


where it met a low-loader returning to the 
North and which dropped it off in County 
Durham. Says Steve: ‘With a journey 
ahead of over 500km, it would have 
been a real task for it to be driven back, 
although I did offer to do that.’ 

The Omni will join other vehicles in 
the heritage fleet which includes an AEC 
Regent, a Routemaster and a Leyland 
Leopard. Report: JOHN WAKEFIELD 
Picture: STEVE DINE 


Karrier goes for 
mobile catering unit 

A rare 12-seat Karrier Q25 with 
Reading body has recently been sold 
for conversion into a catering unit. The 
Karrier now registered CSL 469, new 
to Derbyshire Hospitals in July 1957 
as 600 ERA for patient transport, has 
been purchased by The Wicked Pig Food 
Company of Palgrave, Suffolk which 
plans to restore it as a mobile catering 
unit. 

After disposal by the hospital it 
passed to Eric Osbourn of Temple 
Normanton near Chesterfield who 
converted it to a caravan for family 
holidays and kept it until the 1990s. 

By 2001 the Karrier was in North 
Wales re-registered CSL 469. 

Advertised for sale in B&CP, September 
2003 by a Keith Bennett of Oswestry, 
by 2006 it was in North Humberside 
with a Ray Wilson by then refitted with 
12 coach seats and a diesel engine from 
a Bedford CF (the original would have 
been a petrol Humber car engine). 

It passed to Chris Stone of Hungarton 
later in 2006. Mr Stone had planned to 
restore it as a community bus but that 
never happened, and he moved house 
and left the Karrier derelict in a garden 
near the Gaddesby/Rearsby border. 

It was purchased by Emma Callaghan 
of the Wicked Pig Food Company in 
September this year. 

Report: JOHN WAKEFIELD 
Picture: JOHN CATLOW 




Reunited after more than 20 years 

Two buses, BDV 318L (Bristol LH 111), both operated by Willis of Bodmin 

ex-Western National 1318) and RBD when retired in 1998 were reunited at the 

111M (Bedford YRT ex-United Counties Isle Of Wight Beer and Buses event. 
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Todmorden goes to Showbus 


A full report on Showbus 2019 appears on 
page 34 of this issue. A major ‘event within 
the event’ was a gathering of Todmorden 
Corporation/Joint Omnibus Committee 
vehicles. 

They were: C 2367, a Leyland G with 
Phoenix/Todmorden Corporation open- 
top 43-seat open rear staircase bodywork, 
new in 1921 as Todmorden No. 14. It 
was rescued from a hedge in Essex and 


restored in 1984 by Mike Sutcliffe (35 
years ago!). 

Next is YG 7831, a Northern Counties- 
bodied Leyland Tiger TS6, new to 
Todmorden Joint Omnibus Committee in 
1934 as its No 15. Cut down to a towbus, 
it ran latterly for Mulley, lx worth. It was 
rebuilt to original condition by Mike 
Sutcliffe and completed in 2017. 

GWU 12 is an all-Leyland lowbridge 


PD2/1, new in 1948 as TJOC 2. Following 
withdrawal, it passed to the Todmorden 
Antiquarian Society and then to David 
Powell, who restored the bus. 

Another all-Leyland lowbridge PD2/1, 
HWY 36 was new in 1949 as TJOC No 
18. Sold to Mulley, Ixworth in 1972, it 
later passed to Malcolm Exelby, who 
carried out a chassis-up restoration. 
Pictures: MIKE SUTCLIFFE 
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road surface into which steel guide-walls 
were set, with the centre strip between the 
bus’ wheels rough surfaced’ to deter cars 
from using it. Overall landscaping was 
also designed to deter pedestrians from 
wandering where they were not wanted. 

Elsewhere along the route, new bus 
lanes were created, parking restrictions 
introduced with existing arrangements 
enhanced, whilst more and better bus 
shelters were erected. 


A former guided busway MCW Metrobus has been restored to 
original condition. PHILIP LAMB reports 


The first guided busway in the world to 
use double-deck buses was introduced by 
the West Midlands Passenger Transport 
Executive in 1984. 

PILOT SCHEME 

A pilot scheme, it formed part of an 
improvement scheme covering the 
full length of route 65 from central 
Birmingham to Short Heath and was 


dubbed Tracline 65’. The 600m of busway 
within was intended to provide operating 
experience leading to possible further 
extensions to the system. The Tracline 
project was developed jointly by WMPTE, 
MCW and GKN. 

The guided section was a 600m strip at 
the very end of the route in an area where 
traffic congestion was not an issue. The 
busway trackage consisted of a concrete 


FOURTEEN METROBUSES 

Fourteen specially liveried and branded 
MCW Metrobus Mklls were converted 
by Metro-Cammell for use on the route. 
They were equipped with guide wheels 
to enable them to run on the guideway 
installed for 600m down the central 
reservation of Streetly Road. 

The guide wheels protruded three 
inches either side of the bus, and as such 
were outside the legal maximum width, so 
special dispensation was sought from the 
Department of Transport. To help make 
them more visible to other road users 
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Opposite page: MCW Metrobus Mkll 8110 
(Al 10 WVP) now restored to original 
‘Tracline 65’ livery. PHILIP LAMB 

This page, top: No 8110 at Short Heath 
when new in November 1984. 

DAVID COLE 

Upper: Sister vehicle 8113 (A113 WVP) 
demonstrates the operation of the 
busway in March 1985. DAVID COLE 

Lower: No 8111 (Al 11 WVP) is seen in June 
1988 following conversion to standard 
spec. DAVID COLE 

Bottom left: Metrobus Mkll 8110 (Al 10 
WVP) is seen in service in Coventry in 
December 2002. DAVID COLE 

Bottom right: No 8110 (Al 10 WVP) in final 
as withdrawn condition at Aston Manor 
Road Transport Museum in May 2005. 

DAVID COLE 

these assemblies were fitted with white 
reflectors on the front, red reflectors on 
the back and on the outer edge amber 
lights which were linked into the traffic 
direction indicators. 

As far as guided operation was 
concerned the experiment was always 
meant to be of limited duration. 

Closure came in 1987 when following 
deregulation, another operator won the 
contract for the Sunday service and with 
it not willing to spend money equipping 
vehicles with guide wheels, the situation 
arose whereby there would have had to 
be different stops on the parallel dual 
carriageway for different days of the 
week. 

Al 10 WVP RESTORATION 

The 14 MCW Metrobus Mklls specially 
adapted for the route were subsequently 
converted to standard configuration and 
dispersed around the West Midlands 
Travel area. Included in WMT’s extensive 
Metrobus refurbishment programme 
undertaken by Marshalls of Cambridge 
in the 1990s, they remained in service 
well into the new Millenium, the final two 
being withdrawn from Coventry depot by 
National Express West Midlands in 2005 
and sent to Miller Street in Birmingham 
for sale at a forthcoming auction. 

Aston Manor Road Transport Museum 
had previously identified the historical 
importance of the busway vehicles and 
succeeded in acquiring one of the two, No 
2970 8110 (A110 WVP) at the auction. 

The museum had already acquired a 
number of busway artefacts including 
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guidewheel assemblies and a dot matrix 
destination display, removed from the 
vehicles when the project came to an end. 

Much internal restoration was 
undertaken by museum volunteers. 
Rear-end rebuilding by Marshalls to 
improve structural strength had resulted 
in a smaller rear window than previously 

Below: All details of original livery have 
been faithfully reproduced. 

Bottom left to right: ‘Tracline 65* logos. 

Interior returned to original ‘autumn 
leaves’ moquette. 

Guide wheels extended with reflectors 
and flashing orange marker lights. 

All: PHILIP LAMB 


and buses being retrimmed in blue 
moquette. As the intended restoration 
would return the bus to original spec, a 
set of seat squabs and backs in original 
‘autumn leaves’, some of which were 
unused were sourced. 

A complete new fibreglass rear panel 
to the original Metrobus Mark2 design 
was obtained and fitted by Trailways at 
Bloxwich without compromising Marshall’s 
structural changes. Additionally, Trailways 
undertook other more general exterior 
refurbishment which included fitting a 
replacement front grille panel with non¬ 
standard central registration plate. 

National Express’ Walsall paintshop 
then resprayed the bus in original silver 


and black livery. Almost ready to return 
to the road in July 2010, events were to 
conspire to allow a further six years to 
pass before attention would turn once 
again to the bus. 

Now in 2019 the bus once again has 
guide wheels installed on both sides and 
a dot matrix destination, albeit of a more 
modern design. But most importantly it 
looks the part and is a fitting tribute to a 
pioneering experiment in rapid transport, 
here in the West Midlands. The bus 
attended the recent WMPTE50 event at 
Wythall and was again giving rides at the 
Aston Manor Road Transport Museum 
Autumn Leaves running day two weeks 
later. 
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BUSFLIX FILMS 

Closing Down. As of 31st December we will be closing down. We would like to thank all our 
customers for their support over the last 10 Years. After that date busflix films will no longer 
be available unless someone wishes to take it over. All contact should be made by email at 
sales@busflixfilms.co.uk or Phone as below, as the website will be closing down soon. 



WWW.BUSFLIXFILMS.COM 

Order by telephone with credit or debit card, Evenings 1900—2100) 01709 540984 or by mail. Please make cheques payable to 

D. Robinson. 5 Pine Close, Rotherham S66 3RP P&P one film or book £2.70, Two films or books £3.25, Three or more £4.50 




BUSFLIX SERIES MOST RECENT TITLES 

BF 182 South East Wales 

£10.00 

BF 181 Greater Manchester 

£10.00 

BF 180 South Tyneside & Sunderland 

£10.00 

BF 179 County Durham 

£10.00 

BF 178 Devon 

£10.00 

BF 177 Northamptonshire 

£8.00 

BF 176 Sheffield 

£10.00 

BF 175 North Staffordshire 

£10.00 

BF 174 Gateshead 

£10.00 

BF 173 Newcastle upon Tyne 

£10.00 


PUBLICATIONS 

Price 
£9.75 
£9.75 
£ 6.00 
£ 6.00 
£9.00 


TITLE 

Northern General Group 1950—1986 
Focusing on the Bristol VR 
Newcastle buses in the 50’S & 60’S pt 1 
Newcastle buses in the 50’S & 60’S pt 2 
North East Municipals 50’s—80’s 


LOOKING BACK AT BUSES MOST RECENT TITLES 

LB 117 Isle of Wight 1996—2005 

£10.00 

LB 116 Isle of Wight 1996 

£10.00 

LB 115 Crawley Part 2 2001/2 

£10.00 

LB 114 Crawley Part 1 1996—2000 

£10.00 

LB 113 Hampshire 1996 -2005 

£10.00 

LB 112 Portsmouth Navy Day 2003 Part 2 

£10.00 


NEW SERIES—Buses at Work. 


BAW 1 Leyland Nationals Part 1 

£10.00 

BAW 2 Leyland Nationals Part 2 

£10.00 

BAW 3 Leyland Nationals Part 3 

£10.00 

BAW 4 Leyland Nationals Part 4 

£10.00 

BAW 5 Leyland Nationals Part 5 

£10.00 

BAW 6 Bristol VR's Part 1 

£10.00 

BAW 7 Bristol VR's Part2 

£10.00 

BAW 8 Routemasters 

£10.00 


Preserved Bus and Coach Insurance 


Do you want to insure your preserved vehicle with just any insurer? 

Or 

Do you want to insure with MARKERSTUDY INSURANCE one of the most trusted and 
respected preserved vehicle insurers in the market? 


In an EXCLUSIVE partnership 
with Markerstudy Insurance 
Services Ltd, Rigton Insurance 
Services Ltd, Chartered 
Insurance Brokers, are now 
offering a number of schemes 
for all preserved, classic and 
vintage vehicle owners. 



You can expect cover for: 

- Preserved buses, coaches, single and double 
deckers, commercial vehicles, fire engines, 
ambulances and many more. 

- Preserved vehicles of all ages. 

- Hire and reward, contract work, private hire, 
wedding hire, stage work and rallies. 


BREAKDOWN COVER AVAILABLE 


- Social, Domestic and Pleasure Use. 

- Free Bus Services 


TEL: 01943 662345 FAX: 01943 875529 


O PIRRKERSTUDV 

INSURANCE SERVICES LIMITED 

www.rigtoninsurance.co.uk 



- Drivers from 25 to 75 years of age. 

We offer you: 

- A wealth of underwriting expertise 

- GENUINE enthusiasm for the vehicle industry 

- Personal and professional service 


Rigton Insurance Services Limited and Markerstudy Insurance Services Limited are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority 
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WEST MIDLANDS 

AND THE METROBUS MKII 



Over 4,000 MCW Metrobuses 
were built between 1977 and 
1989 The original Mkl was 
superseded by the Mkll which 
had a symmetrical windscreen 
with an arched top in 1981, 
although production of the 
original Mkl continued for 


the Greater Manchester 
Passenger Transport 
Executive and London 
Regional Transport until 1983 
and 1985 respectively. 

The West Midlands 
Passenger Transport 
Executive and its 


successor, West Midlands 
Travel, purchased significant 
numbers of Metrobuses (over 
1,100), both Mkl and Mkll 
examples, the first order 
for five MCW Metrobuses 
being placed during 1977 for 
delivery in January 1978. 


Fourteen guided buses See 
previously) were delivered for 
the Tracline 65 route, the first 
guided bus system in the UK, 
although the experiment only 
lasted a couple of years. 

In early 1995 Marshall 
Bus of Cambridge was 
contracted to overhaul all 
of West Midland Travel’s 
Metrobus fleet. This was the 
largest used bus overhaul 
programme in Europe at the 
time and Marshalls set up a 
dedicated business division 
and staff to handle it. 

Many unavailable parts 
had to be sourced and made 
to original patterns by the 
Marshall procurement 
team. A production line 
was established in one of 
Marshall’s aircraft hangars and 
anything up to 30 Metrobuses 
could be found at some stage 
along the line. 

Over 600, mainly Mkll, 
Metrobuses were overhauled 
the contract being terminated 
in 1999 due to lack of 
confidence in Marshall Bus 
over delays with WMT orders 
for new single deck buses. 



16 


www.presbuspublishing.com 


































The last Metrobuses were 
withdrawn in July 2010, a 
few being retained as driver¬ 
training vehicles until 2017. 

In that year National Express 
West Midlands purchased 
preserved example 2957 (D957 
NDA) to add to its vintage hire 
fleet. Here are some Mark II 
examples when in service. 


Opposite, top: MCW Metrobus 
Mkll Coventry Travel 2838 
(B838 AOP) is seen in 
Coventry city centre. This bus 
was to see later service with 
Centrebus in Leicester. 

Opposite, bottom: Travel West 
Midlands 2884 (B884 DOM) 
is seen in Selly Oak. The bus 
was sold to McColl of Balloch 
in October 2002, from 
where it was withdrawn and 
scrapped in December 2006. 

Top left: Travel Coventry 2895 
(C895 FON) was caught on 
camera in Coventry city 
centre. The Metrobus later 
moved to Walsall. 

Top right: No 2981 (E98I VUK) 
of Coventry Travel is seen in 
West Midlands livery. Having 
spent its entire career in 
Coventry, it was withdrawn 
2008. All: PHILIP LAMB 

Centre No 2988 (E988 VUK) 
is seen in 1988 in early West 
Midlands Travel livery. It 
went on to be one of the last 
three Metrobuses in service 
with National Express West 
Midlands. PRESBUS ARCHIVE 

Bottom Seen in Dudley bus 
station is No 3061 (F6I 
XOF) of WM Buses West 
Bromwich. This bus later 
carried a Birmingham City 
Transport heritage livery. 
PHILIP LAMB 




fr1dseitw |TH 

'S WIDGET, _ 


WJDMTf/EED to fR DGfi J 

K WORTHINGTON'S WIDGE| 



December 2019 


17 














































Chichester, Grantham and Havenstreet welcomed a selection of active preserved buses 
as this summer drew to a sunny close. DAVID JUKES presents. 



This year’s Goodwood Revival 
was held on 13-15 September, 
with Stagecoach South’s route 
902 linking the motor racing 
circuit with Chichester railway 
station. Operating this service 


were several vehicles from the 
Stagecoach Historic Bus & Coach 
Fleet supported by others specially 
hired for the occasion, as pictured 
here in Market Avenue, Chichester, 
on the sunny Friday afternoon. 


(I) Messrs Manning and Thomas- 
owned KPM 9IE, a 1967 Eastern 
Coach Works (ECW)-bodied 
Bristol Lodekka FLF6G, was new to 
Brighton, Hove & District as its No 
91. It later passed to Southdown 


then Eastern Scottish, the latter 
converting it to open-top form in 
1983.(2) Go South Coast 4413 
(BFX 666T), a 1979 ECW-bodied 
Bristol VRT/SL3 new to Hants 
& Dorset as its 3413, has been 
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retained as a company preserved 
vehicle since 2008. (3) Seaford & 
District 6447 (HAP 985), a 1953 
ECW-bodied Bristol KSW6G new 
to Brighton, Hove & District, was 
acquired from the Brighton & Hove 
Bus & Coach Co for continued 
operational preservation in 2013. 
The Southdown Historic Vehicle 
fleet includes (4) former Wigan 
Corporation 140 (DEK 3D), a 
1966 Massey-bodied Leyland 
Titan PD2/37, (5) ex-Salford City 
Transport 281 (JRJ 28IE), a 1967 
Metro-Cammell-bodied Leyland 
Titan PD2/40, and (6) former 
Southdown 260 (BUF 260C), a 
1965 Northern Counties-bodied 
Leyland Titan PD3/4. The Salford 
Titan was making its first revenue¬ 
earning journeys for several years 
since post-Greater Manchester 
PTE operation by Eynon of 
Trimsaran in the early-1980s. 
Pictures: DAVID JUKES 
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GRANTHAM GREETINGS 


The Lincolnshire Vintage Vehicle Society held a ‘LVVS Meets the People of Lincolnshire - Grantham’ Running 
Day on 14 September, during which seven former Lincolnshire Road Car buses operated a free heritage service 
from Grantham bus station to Barkston via Syston (outward) and Belton (return). (I) Seen passing through 
Belton is 1411 (FW 5698), a 1937 Leyland Tiger TS7 with 1949 Burlingham bodywork (it was new as Road Car 
LT370 with Brush bodywork). (2) Also seen in Belton are 1063 (YVL 837S), a 1978 ECW-bodied Bristol LH6L, 
and (3) LO603 (B503 FFW), a 1985 ECW-bodied Leyland Olympian new as Road Car No 1503 with high- 
backed dual-purpose seats. (4) On route to Grantham at Barkston is 2537 (DFE 963D), a 1966 ECW-bodied 
Bristol Lodekka FS5G. (5) St Peters Hill in Grantham town centre hosts 2318 (LFW 326), a 1955 ECW-bodied 
Bristol Lodekka LD6B while (6) exiting Bath Street is 1904 (JVL 6I9H), a 1969 ECW-bodied Bristol VRTSL. 
Pictures: SHANE ROSS (l-4)/DAVID MITCHELL (5/6) 





20 


www.presbuspublishing.com 












































LlJ 



December 2019 


21 

















































WARM*.,. 

/SSbherIs 


fames 


ENGINEER 


FINE 

WINES 

^Qa&lz 

Suites 

POOL 

COVERED 

SMOKING 

AREA 


sAwatls 


LARGE 


GARDEN* 


A Southdown ‘Queen Mary’ Northern Counties-bodied Leyland PD3/4 has gone white for a new 
career of potentially revenue-earning use in Sussex. NICK LARKIN reports. 


For many of the countless enthusiasts 
devoted to Southdown’s Leyland PD3/4 
‘Queen Mary’ double-deckers this newly 
and beautifully restored example must 
be the equivalent of seeing a purple polar 
bear or bright pink neatly mown lawn. 

Many ‘Mary’ fans can only really 
envisage these buses in Southdown’s 
legendary apple green and primrose 
livery, and might not prefer even to recall 
the subsequent National Bus Company’s 
replacement relatively insipid leaf green. 

But here before us, glistening in the 
Sussex sunshine, is a Queen Mary which 
has undergone restoration to the highest 
of standards — in white. Inside is not the 


familiar Southdown green moquette, but 
seats trimmed in a blue Vynide material. 

Such is the quality of the work and 
impact of the bus that the bus has dropped 
jaws and won fans wherever it goes, 

Even Southdown die-hards have found 
themselves falling what some must think is 
the omnibus equivalent of blue custard. 

SO HOW DID THIS HAPPEN? 

Southdown took 285 Northern Counties- 
bodied Leyland PD3s between 1957 and 
1967. 

Of particular significance was that 
half the 1964 order for 50 buses being 
delivered as convertible open-toppers, 


including star of this feature 419 DCD. 
The buses were registered 400-424 DCD. 
A further five convertibles, BUF 425- 
429C followed in 1965. 

Many spent 20 years with Southdown, 
seeing use on everything from normal 
closed-top service to open-top seafront 
routes and trips to the Derby — 409 
DCD is still with Southdown’s s successor, 
Stagecoach South. 

‘Queen Marys’ were still being 
delivered around the time a young Paul 

Above: Northern Counties-bodied 
Leyland PD3/4 419 DCD is seen outside 
famous Newhaven public house ‘The 
Engineer*. NICK LARKIN 
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White-Hide was studying electrical 
engineering at Tonbridge College in Kent, 
and afterwards doing some work for 
locally based Ironside Coaches as well as 
being self-employed. 

Paul would eventually run coaches 
himself, originally in partnership with 
John Campbell as CWH Coaches in 
Bexhill-on-Sea from 1984 and in 1988 
setting up his own business, Rye Coaches, 
in the town of the same name, running 
around six to eight vehicles at any one 
time. 

In the early 1990s, Rye Coaches was 
sold to Warrens of Ticehurst where Paul 
was employed for a while before working 
on all aspects of vehicle maintenance on 
a self-employed basis and then with the 
Brighton Blue Bus operation based at 
Lewes. 

After Blue Bus was taken over by 
Brighton & Hove, Paul worked for 
L. J. Edwards of Hailsham for a while 
before setting up his own commercial 
vehicle repair business at Newhaven from 
2001 . 

All this had meant that Paul’s son, 
Michael, and daughter Elizabeth were 
very much brought up with coaches. ‘We 
were always in the yard cleaning vehicles 


and learning about maintaining them. We 
loved it,’ Elizabeth recalls. 

In 2004, Michael was finishing 
his apprenticeship at Mick Gould 
Commercials and Elizabeth had, she 
said, ‘just finished school and wasn’t sure 
what to do’. There was an obvious answer 
— to run coaches, as well as working 
on vehicles with dad Paul continuing 
alongside with his vehicle maintenance 
business. Victoria Coaches was born and 
continued when the operation moved to 
larger neighbouring premises ten years 
ago. 

The operator was granted ten 
O-licences and ran various coaches as 
well as Leyland and Volvo Olympians on 
a wide variety of private hire duties. Four 
years ago it was reluctantly decided to give 
up the operating side of the business. 

‘We ended up having trouble recruiting 
drivers and also there was the cost of 
acquiring Euro-compliant coaches, so we 
decided to call it a day,’ says Elizabeth. 

Since then Elizabeth, Michael and 
Paul have been combining their skills 
under the MWH Commercials banner, 
repairing PCV and commercial vehicles 
for a wide range of customers including 
preservationists. 


All mechanical, work including 
servicing, MoT preparation and safety 
inspections are carried out. At one point 
work was being carried out for Seaford & 
District, and Southdown ‘Queen Marys’ 
entered the frame! 

THE LIFE AND TIMES OF 419 DCD 

Southdown 419 was delivered on 
11 March 1964. The bus enjoyed a 
distinguished career based at Chichester 
and Bognor before being re-registered 
PRX 186B and sold to dealer Ensign as 
late as 1988, and passing to Trent as a 
driver-trainer. 

The ‘Queen Mary’ was then treated 
to a repaint in a red and grey livery and 
the seats reupholstered in an unlikely 
choice of Tilling-style moquette. The 
lights were altered to single as opposed to 
twin at the front. The registration number 
was changed from YRC 182 and later 
DRR 153B. 

After ten years with Trent, the 
bus returned to Sussex and the 419 
Preservation Group, administered by 
‘Mr Southdown’ and owner of several 
other ‘Queen Marys’, Chris Pearce, 
and Bob Jackson, who was manager at 
Chichester depot at the time. 



Above left: ‘Queen Mary* is 
seen as DRR I53B in the red 
and grey livery applied by 
Trent. NICK LARKIN 

Above right: No 419 was 

returned to NBC leaf green 
having entering preservation. 

PAUL GAINSBURY 

Far left: Framework attention 
carried out ‘in house’. 

Left: The front panels have 
been adapted to take original- 
spec lighting. 

Both: MWH COMMERCIALS 
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Top left and right: Blue Vynide seats 
look very much at home in revised 
interior. 

Upper left: Leyland 0.600 engine only 
needed servicing. 

Upper right: Headlamps returned to 
original twin spec. 

Below: ‘Queen Marys’ were seen 
everywhere along the Sussex coast. 

Inset: MWH Commercials brother and 
sister team Michael and Elizabeth 
White-Hyde. 

Opposite, upper: ‘Queen Mary’ meets 
its modern equivalent. Plain white 
background shows off MWH logos. 

Opposite, lower: White livery makes 
‘Queen Mary* look even bigger from 
behind! All: NICK LARKIN 
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‘It even ended up doing some rail 
replacement work, travelling between 
Chichester and Barnham for a week in 
2002, ’ recalls Chris. One morning, also in 
2002, the depot had ran out of serviceable 
buses and, being fully Class 6 tested and 
on site, 419 DCD was pressed into use on 
the 52 service to the Witterings. 

Chris had the Leyland painted in NBC 
leaf green, Eastbourne Buses carrying out 
the work. ‘Obviously leaf green isn’t as 
popular as traditional Southdown livery 
but many ‘Queen Marys’ spent most of 
their working lives in it,’ Chris says. The 
original registration was bought for £1,500 
from Stagecoach. 

Chris ended up selling the bus to Simon 
Holman for further preservation in 2013, 
and it was later bought by Seaford & 




SEAFORD TOWN 1 
EASTBOURNE ? 


SEAFRONT 


District, and again offered for sale. Enter 
MWH Commercials, ‘We had always 
liked these vehicles and decided to go for 
this one,’ Michael reveals. 

The bus needed some reframing and 
panelling, all of which was carried out ‘in 
house’. The engine, which had apparently 
been rebuilt at Trent, and the gearbox 
were in good condition, as were all but 
minor electrics. The brakes were checked 
and adjusted. Original spec lights for the 
bus were found with the help of Chris 
Pearce and others. 

Then came the paintwork, carried out 
by Jackson Commercials in Eastbourne, 
with MWH logos created in vinyl by 
Sats 4u in Newhaven. The re-upholstery, 
in blue, was carried out by Duoflex of 
Brackley, Northants, and a new floor 


covering fitted.’ White and blue are our 
colours, and the livery makes the bus 
perfect for use at weddings,’ explains 
Elizabeth. ‘The bus would be available for 
hire but really we want to take it to events 
to show the services we can offer.’ 

A trip out to Seaford in 419 DCD was 
a fascinating experience. Obviously in 
excellent mechanical condition the bus 
tackled steep hills with surprising aplomb, 
at least with a light load. It certainly 
turned ahead and was certainly an 
amazing reflection in shop windows. 

The ‘Queen Mary’ made its debut in 
white at the 2019 Tinker’s Park Rally in 
East Sussex. Recalls Michael: ‘It created a 
lot of attention and favourable comment. 
In fact only one person asked why it wasn’t 
green and cream!’ 
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- CONQUERED 


Former Hastings Tramways Co 34 
(BDY809), a 1947 Weymann- 
bodied Sunbeam W trolleybus, 
made its operational debut at 
the East Anglia Transport 
Museum on II May 2019. 

DAVID JUKES reports. 



The East Anglia Transport Museum 
(EATM) at Carlton Colville, near 
Lowestoft, is a mainstay of operational 
trolleybus preservation and has housed the 
London Trolleybus Preservation Society’s 
(LTPS) collection since 1966. Regular 
trolleybus operation began there in 1981, 
since when the Museum site has showcased 
resident and visiting vehicles to great effect. 

The EATM’s ’50s Seaside Celebration’ 
event on 11/12 May saw the launch of 
what was until then the only LTPS-owned 
trolleybus not to have operated since 
initial preservation —former Hastings 
Tramways Company No 34 (BDY 809). 


THE TROLLEYBUS IN HASTINGS 

The Hastings Tramways Co introduced 
trolleybuses to the south coast resort in 
1928 using a fleet of three-axle Guy BTXs 
to replace its trams. There were eight 
Dodson-bodied open-top double-deckers 
(Nos 1-8; DY 4953/4954/4965-4970) and 
50 Ransomes Sims & Jeffries-bodied 
central-entrance single-deckers (Nos 9-58; 
DY 5111-40/452-61/576-85) painted in the 
operator’s maroon and cream livery with 
Hastings & District fleetnames. 

The Company was acquired by 
Maidstone & District (M&D) in 1935 and 
the trolleybuses repainted in its green and 


cream livery with Hastings Tramways Co 
fleetnames. Replacement of the original 
vehicles began in 1940 with the arrival 
of 20 AEC 661T trolleybuses bodied by 
Weymann (Nos 1-10; BDY 776-85) and 
Park Royal (Nos 11-20; BDY 786-95). 

Wartime restrictions prevented the 
delivery of further vehicles until 1946 
when ten Park Royal-bodied Sunbeam 
Ws were received (Nos 21-30; BDY 796- 
805). Lurther Sunbeam Ws were delivered 
in 1947/8 as Weymann-bodied Nos 
31-45 (BDY 806-20), although the last 
of the prewar single-deck Guys was not 
withdrawn until the mid-1950s. 
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Opposite page: The resplendent Hastings 
Sunbeam makes its first post-launch 
journey around the EATM site on 11 May 
2019; needless to say, 34 carries a full load 
of Museum visitors eager to experience 
that initial run. Pictures: DAVID JUKES 

This page: BDY 809 undergoing restoration 
within the LTPS depot at Carlton Colville 
on 10 September 2011. It carries a later 
Tramways Company livery with cream 
roof and longitudinal lining beneath its 
windows. 

Bexhill and Hasting Town Councils held 
statutory rights to purchase the Hastings 
Tramways Co at five-yearly intervals 
from 1945 onwards, although a technical 
flaw rendered that year’s resolution void. 
The powers were not exercised in 1950 
in view of possible nationalisation, but 
Hastings Council’s Transport Committee 
recommended purchase in 1955 which 
was declined by the full Council owing to 
financial difficulties. 

M&D acted decisively in 1956 
and announced the promotion of a 
Parliamentary Bill to wind up the 
Hastings Tramways Co, replace the 
trolleybuses with motorbuses and repeal 
the local authorities’ compulsory purchase 
powers. Hastings Council opposed the 
M&D Bill in late-1956 after it received 
its first House of Commons reading and 
subsequently appealed to the House of 
Lords in February 1957 without success. 
The Council withdrew its opposition 
and revealed an arrangement with M&D 
within which the bus company would 
contribute towards the costs of traction 
pole removal and replacement street 
lighting installation. 

The Hastings Tramways Co ceased 
its separate existence as a wholly owned 
M&D subsidiary on 30 September 1957 
and was absorbed by the parent company. 
Fleetnames were changed to suit, thus 
ensuring a distinctive feature of the 
town’s trolleybuses remained, for at no 
time did the vehicles identify themselves 
as trolleybuses. Hastings & District 
fleetnames were worn between 1928 and 
1935, Hastings Tramways Co between 
1935 and 1957, and Maidstone & District 
Motor Services from 1957 until the 
system’s closure on 31 May 1959. 

The Hastings system had other quirks. 
The vehicles’ foot controls were the reverse 
of conventional British practice; Hastings 
drivers used their left foot to brake and 
right foot to accelerate their charges. The 
overhead retained its original 18in gauge 
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Top left and centre: Restoration 
of 34’s lower saloon was well 
underway in July 2015; the side 
panels and seatbacks were 
awaiting their topcoats. 

Top right: Vestiges of Walsall 
Corporation’s blue livery 
remain on the paint-stripped 
rear panels recovered from 
sister BDY 814. The form 
of Walsall’s TROLLEYBUS 
lettering is visible to the 
registration plate’s lower left. 

Right: Much of 34’s exterior paint 
was stripped by 4 July 2015 in 
preparation for a full bare- 
metal repaint. A single spotlight 
is fitted at an early stage of 
work to reinstate the lower 
front. 

Far right: Two months’ progress 
saw 34’s newly fabricated front 
panels and distinctive spotlights 
in place by 26 September 2015. 

Standard headlight units were 
clearly not to the Tramway 
Company’s liking. 

and was never modified to the 
standard 24in gauge used by 
most other trolleybus undertakings — this 
helped ensure the system’s self-sufficiency 
as many overhead parts had to be 
produced using the Silverhill depot forge. 

The system’s four postwar routes 
included the principal coastal service from 
the town centre through St Leonards- 
on-Sea and Bexhill to Cooden Beach 
which contrasted with the much quieter 
northern routes. The latter were relatively 
infrequent and passed through more rural 
parts bounded by green fields. 

The system’s closure saw the AEC 
trolleybuses sold for scrap and the 
Sunbeams pass to Bradford, Maidstone 
and Walsall for further service as shown 
in the accompanying table. No 3 Happy 
Harold, the open-top Guy BTX returned 
to operational condition in 1953, was 
fitted with a Commer TS3 diesel engine 
in place of its electric motor in 1959/60 to 
ensure an active preservation. 


BDY 809 

Hastings Tramways Co No 34 (BDY 809), 
a Weymann-bodied Sunbeam W, entered 
service wearing the Company’s standard 
dark green and cream livery in October 
1947. This livery was later modified with 
cream roofs replacing the original dark 
green and lining out ultimately omitted 
from the longitudinal mouldings beneath 
the windows on both decks. Maidstone & 
District scrolls also replaced the Hastings 
Tramways Company fleetnames after the 
1957 takeover. 

No 34 closed the Hastings system 
on 31 May 1959 and was soon sold to 
Maidstone Corporation for further 
service as its No 86, entering service 
later the same year after repainting in 
its new owner’s golden ochre and cream 
livery. It received several modifications 
during its eight years’ Kentish service, 
the most noticeable of which was the 
fitting of standard headlamps in place 


of the spotlights favoured by Hastings 
Tramways for forward illumination and 
the replacement of its outswept lower rear 
panels with more-conventional inward- 
curved metalwork. 

The Sunbeam’s ventilation was also 
revised; the saloon ventilators above the 
lower-deck side windows were removed, 
as were the nearside roof ventilators (the 
offside units remained in place). The 
over-platform destination display was also 
removed. 

Un-noticed by the travelling public was 
conversion of the driver’s foot controls to 
the conventional British layout of left foot 
acceleration and right foot braking before 
entering Maidstone service, thereby 
matching the home fleet. 

BDY 809 was withdrawn in February 
1967 and stored outside the former Loose 
Road tram shed until sale for preservation 
to the LTPS upon the Maidstone system’s 
closure. 
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The distinctive Weymann flared skirts and curvaceous lines are evident as 34 turns into the EATM’s Tramway Avenue on 11 May. 
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The newly restored 34 rounds the western end of Carlton Colville’s overhead circuit on 11 May, splendidly finished in Hasting 
Tramways’ green and cream with light green lining livery. 


December 2019 


29 











































THE HASTINGS TRAMWAYS COMPANY’S SUNBEAM W FLEET 


Fleet No 

Registration 

Subsequent Owners / Fleet Nos 

Withdrawn 

21 

BDY 796 

Bradford 806 

1962 

22 

BDY 797 

Bradford 807 

1963 

23 

BDY 798 

Bradford 808 

1963 

24 

BDY 799 

Bradford 809 

1963 

25 

BDY 800 

Bradford 810 

1963 

26 

BDY 801 

Bradford 81 1 

1963 

27 

BDY 802 

Bradford 812 

1962 

28 

BDY 803 

Bradford 813 

1963 

29 

BDY 804 

Bradford 804 

1963 

30 

BDY 805 

Bradford 805 

1962 

31 

BDY 806 

Walsall 303/WMPTE 303 

1970 

32 

BDY 807 

Maidstone 85 

1965 

33 

BDY 808 

Walsall 304/WMPTE 304 

1970 

34 

BDY 809 

Maidstone 86 

1967 

35 

BDY 810 

Maidstone 87 

1967 

36 

BDY 81 1 

Walsall 305 

1965 

37 

BDY 812 

Walsall 306/WMPTE 306 

1970 

38 

BDY 813 

Walsall 307/WMPTE 307 

1970 

39 

BDY 814 

Walsall 308/WMPTE 308 

1970 

40 

BDY 815 

Bradford 815 

1962 

41 

BDY 816 

Walsall 309/WMPTE 309 

1970 

42 

BDY 817 

Maidstone 88 

1966 

43 

BDY 818 

Maidstone 89 

1967 

44 

BDY 819 

Walsall 310/WMPTE 310 

1970 

45 

BDY 820 

Bradford 814 

1962 


A MATTER OF CONSERVATION 

Work to return 34 to working order has 
been ongoing for various periods during 
its 52 years in preservation, with most of 
the Maidstone modifications reversed, 
although the foot controls were left 
unchanged to ensure safe compatibility 
with the other LTPS-owned trolleybuses. 

The distinctive outswept rear panels 
re-appeared thanks to the acquisition 
and fitting of those from sister BDY 814 
following its withdrawal by West Midlands 


PTE, inheritors of the Walsall system on 
1 October 1969. No 34 was also repainted 
into its original Hastings Tramways Co 
livery, albeit not signwritten, before its 
relocation to the EATM. 

Tt is really a matter of conservation 
rather than restoration,’ considers LTPS 
Chairman Stewart Eteson. ‘Weymann did 
an excellent job with the bodywork as no 
major body frame repairs were required, 
and there are no rattles or squeaks evident 
when in use. 



The body was built to Hastings 
Tramways’ specification with some 
surprising touches, such as the art deco 
mirrors downstairs and the ashtrays 
and match strikers on the upper-deck 
seatbacks.’ 

THE EXTERIOR 

Fabrication of new front dash panels was 
required as the originals failed to arrive 
in East Anglia with the trolleybus. These 
were based on photographic evidence 
in the absence of scale drawings or any 
measurements, thus enabling a return to 
34’s original appearance with the fitting 
of the distinctive spotlights — standard 
headlight units were clearly not to the 
Tramway Company’s liking. 

The destination displays proved 
complicated; new winding gear was made 
for the reinstated platform box while the 
mechanism in the front box had been 
modified by Maidstone Corporation 
to suit its standard blinds. Setting the 
correct width for Hastings blinds proved a 
struggle but was eventually achieved. 

The rear mudguards were refurbished, 
and new headings fitted as part of an 
in-house bare-metal repaint in Hastings 
Tramways Company livery to represent 
34’s 1953 condition. 

ON THE INSIDE 

No 34 has benefitted from an interior 
that remained substantially original 
throughout its Hastings and Maidstone 
service. All but three seats retained the 
original Hastings Tramways moquette 
and leather; the exceptions receiving 
Maidstone & District’s then-standard 
moquette at some time during the 
1950s. These last were replaced by LTPS 
volunteers using two spare long-bench 

Upper left: No 34’s lower-deck is well- 
illuminated by several exposed light bulbs 
fitted in characteristic chrome fixtures. 

Upper right: Sunbeam was acquired by J. 
Brockhouse & Co in 1946, which sold the 
company’s trolleybus business to Guy 
Motors in September 1948. 

Lower right: A pair of art-deco style 
mirrors were fitted to 34’s lower-deck 
front bulkhead when new and remain in 
place over 70 years’ later. 

Bottom left: Standard headlight units 
were clearly not to the Tramway 
Company’s liking as its AEC 66IT 
and Sunbeam W trolleybuses were 
instead fitted with spotlights. 
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cushions stripped and cut down to form 
two-seat cushions. 

All were thoroughly cleaned before a 
change of plan: ‘Paul Baker had a run of 
moquette specially made for his former 
Maidstone & District motorbuses,’ recalls 
Stewart. ‘He kindly offered us the surplus 
which was sufficient for another bus. 

‘A very generous private donation 
enabled the re-upholstering of 34’s seats 
by South East Coachworks of Faversham 
using this moquette — it has done a 
lovely job for which we are most grateful. 
We are also very grateful to Paul and his 
colleagues both for the moquette and 
their assistance with carriage — we only 
had to travel between the Museum and 
Cambridge rather than Kent.’ 

The opportunity was also taken to 
simultaneously re-chrome the seat 
handrails and other interior fittings while 
also refurbishing the various handrails. 
Both ceilings were repainted as were 
the side panels and window surrounds. 
The original light fittings have also been 
restored to working order on both decks. 


MECHANICALS AND TRACTION 
ELECTRICS 

A missing rear nearside brake chamber 
was discovered during a post-service 
examination of 34’s mechanical parts. A 
replacement was eventually sourced — not 
the easiest of tasks for an ageing vehicle 
— and fitted. The mystery of its absence 
was solved by a visiting retired Maidstone 
Corporation fitter who asked Stewart: 

‘Has it still got a missing brake chamber?’ 
It turned out he had removed the original 
in 1967 to keep another trolleybus on the 
road. 

A full mechanical overhaul was 
undertaken from February 2018, which 
included the fitting of six new tyres. 

Broken boom springs were replaced, and 
trolley heads fitted, but major expense 
was required on two essential items: the 
traction motor was dispatched for overhaul 
and the resistance bank for rebuilding. 

Unfortunately, the Sunbeam’s steering 
gave trouble during its launch weekend 
in May 2019 and prevented its running 
on the Sunday. Stewart reports the 


steering box has since been professionally 
refurbished and refitted in order to have 
34 running at the EATM’s September 
Trolleybus Weekend. 

IN CONCLUSION 

‘No 34 has required a lot of research to 
get right,’ concludes Stewart. ‘It is 60 
years since it left Hastings and 52 years 
since it last ran in service. 

‘Many people have worked on it over 
the years, sadly several of whom are 
no longer with us, but it has taken a 
determined effort over the last two years 
to get over the finishing line — we were 
not going to be side-tracked this time,’ he 
adds. 

Almost all of this work has been done 
in-house within the FTPS workshops — 
the traction motor and resistance bank 
are the only exceptions — and we are very 
grateful to everyone who has assisted 34’s 
return to active use.’ 

Our thanks to Stewart Eteson, Keith 
Hopkinson and the FTPS team for their 
kind assistance. 
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HASTINGS TRAMWAYC 

| ]-COMPANY- 

__ BDY809 _ 


The opportunity was taken to reunite 34 with former Hastings 3 (DY 4965) Happy Harold for the EATM’s ’50s Seaside 
Celebration’ event of 11/12 May. Ex-Hastings Tramways Company No 3, a 1928 Dodson-bodied Guy BTX, is powered by a 
Commer diesel engine which enables an active preservation in its hometown — the overhead power was turned off to facilitate 
this picture with poles aloft. We don’t think ‘Harold’ was particularly happy with how the year 1066 turned out... 
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Pictures: PHILIP LAMB 



Innsbruck 


PHILIP LAMB takes a 
brief look at Innsbruck’s 
trolleybuses. 

Innsbruck is the capital of the 
Tyrol in western Austria and 
the fifth-largest city in the 
country. It is an internationally 
renowned winter sports centre. 

The Innsbruck trolleybus 
system has the distinction to 


have been closed twice. First 
opened on 8 April 1944, it 
closed on 29 February 1976, 
moly to be re-opened on 17 
December 1988. In its second 
incarnation, it lasted until 25 
February 2007. 

Vehicles used throughout 
were of Graf & Stift 
manufacture. Graf & Stift, 
based in the Austrian capital 


Vienna, traded between 
1902 and 2001, latterly as a 
subsidiary of MAN. In 1971 
the company merged with 
Osterreichische Automobil 
Fabriks-AG (OAF) to form 
OAF-Graf & Stift AG, which 
in turn was taken over by MAN 
AG the same year. 

Still based in Vienna, OAF- 
Graf & Stift AG continued 


manufacturing, under that 
name, as a subsidiary of MAN, 
focusing on supplying trucks 
buses and trolleybuses for the 
Austrian market, mostly based 
on MAN designs. It was MAN s 
main trolleybus producer in 
the 1980s and 1990s, and these 
were sold under the Graf & 

Stift name, with trolleybuses 
being supplied to several 
European cities, including 
Salzburg, Solingen and Bergen 
in Norway. 

Use of the longstanding 
Graf & Stift name ended 
in 2001, when MAN 
renamed the company MAN 
Sonderfahrzeuge AG, as part 
of reorganizations following its 
2001 acquisition of Neoplan. 

The vehicles seen here in the 
early part of this century are 
Graf & Stift. The operating 
authority is Innsbrucker 
Verkehrsbetriebe (IVB), the 
vehicles being Graf & Stift 
GE152s, both high and low- 
floor variants. 
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Opposite, top: 807 (TI90- 

807) was new when the 
Innsbruck trolleybus system 
was reopened in 1988. It was 
sold to Regia Autonoma de 
Transport (RAT) Brasov, 
Romania in 2004. 

Opposite, bottom: Sister vehicle 
810 (TI90-8I0) makes a wide 
turn emphasising the length 
of these articulated beasts. 

It is difficult to escape the 
Tyrolean backdrop! 

This page, right: No 817 (1-817 
IBK) was a 1988 Graf & 

Stift articulated trolleybus. 
Overall advertising was as 
popular on the continent as 
they were in the UK. 






No 822 (1-822 IBK) was a low-floor trolleybus built by Graf & Stift (by then MAN’s Austrian subsidiary) in 1992. The batch of 10 
vehicles were among the first low-floor trolleybuses built for any transit system. 



Lettered ‘Niederflur aus Osterreich* (Low-floor from Austria), 
trolleybus 823 (1-823 IBK) proudly proclaims its significance as 
one of first low-floor trolleybus. 



Traversing the city centre, Innsbruck 824 (1-824 IBK) 
demonstrates the variety of liveries seen at any given time. 
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The 47th Showbus International display took place at a new venue, the Hertfordshire County Showground, 
on 29 September. Despite heavy rain being forecast which deterred some entries from attending the bulk 
of the day stayed dry. SIMON GILL brings us a selection of the entries that took part. 
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Opposite, top: Former Grey Green No 
168 (B868 XYR) a Volvo BI0M-6I was 
new in 1985 with a Plaxton Paramount 
coach body. It was one of nine to be 
given new 74-seat East Lancs double 
deck bodies with low profile tyres 
and adjusted gear settings in 1992 for 
operation on TfL route 141 (Wood 
Green-Moorgate). It was entered by 
Terry Collett. 

Opposite, bottom: A trio of two-year- 
old former Merthyr Tydfil Leyland 
Lynx’s were acquired by Grey Green 
for operation in the Tonbridge area of 
Kent in 1989. Former Merthyr Tydfil 
No 101 has been restored as former 
Grey Green No 801 (DIOI NDW) and 
is owned by Stephen Feldman. 



This page, clockwise from top left: 

Former London Country SMA8 
(JPF I08K) is an AEC Swift 3MP2R 
with Alexander W-type 45-seat 
dual = purpose body. Restored to 
original 1972 Green Line livery it is 
now part of the London Vintage Bus 
Hire fleet. 

An impressive line up of Plaxton 
bodied coaches included former 
Kenzie, Shepreth CVE 12V, a Volvo 
B58-6I with Plaxton Supreme IV 
50-seat coach body bought new in 
1980. It was entered by Tim Tyrrell. 

The Plaxton line up included former 
Derek Randall, Willesden EBM 459T, 
a 12m AEC Reliance 6U3ZR with 
Plaxton Supreme IV 57-seat body new 
in 1979. It was entered by Greg Knight. 

Former Eastern National 480 (217 
MHK) is a 1959 Bristol MW5G with 
Eastern Coach Works 41-seat dual- 
purpose body entered by Stuart Miles. 

One of only three Drogmoller coaches 
sold in the UK and part of the G. H. 
Watts Coaches of Leicester heritage 
fleet is MIW 4849, the unique 1984 
Drogmoller E330 Comet. New to 
Bergland International Travel of 
Watford, registered B484 MLN, it 
features a ‘theatre’ style sloping floor 
in the 49-seat body. 
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An Arab at home 


NIGEL APPLEFORD reports on the restoration of Southampton Park Royal-bodied Guy Arab III No 222. 


Southampton standardised on the Park 
Royal-bodied Guy Arab II/III in the 
postwar years amassing a fleet of 185 
buses following on from eight utility 
Arabs delivered in 1944, five of which had 
Weymann bodies. 

ARAB HISTORY 

The subject of our focus is No 222 (GTR 
484) which entered service on 1 July 1951, 
one of 12, Nos 220-231 (GTR 482-90, 
HTR 46-8). The chassis were Arab Ills 
powered by Gardner 6LW 8.4-litre units, 
the Park Royal bodies seating 56. Each 
bus cost Southampton ratepayers £3,852 
16s 4d (Chassis £1,826 8s Od, Body £2,015 
15s Od and delivery £10 13s 4d). They 
were delivered in the immediate postwar 
darker red and cream livery with a red 
band below the roofline. In subsequent 
repaints, the red became brighter and 
ivory replaced the cream, the upper red 
band disappearing. 


Although on the South Coast, 
Southampton has a number of steep hills 
which led to the larger Gardner engine 
and air brakes being specified after the 
first Arab IIs were delivered with Gardner 
5LW units. The final batches of Arab 
Ills were fitted with Cave-Brown-Cave 
heating systems, but this equipment 
was removed and conventional radiators 
restored, 222 just missing this innovation. 
The main batch of postwar Guys was 
withdrawn between 1962 and 1971 upon 
delivery of Leyland PD2s, AEC Regent 
Vs and Leyland PDR1A/1 Atlanteans. 

No 222 was one of the last survivors, 
being withdrawn on 31 March 1971 after 
639,082 service miles, when the Woolston 
area routes were converted to OMO 
Atlantean operation and AEC Regents 
were displaced. 

No 222 was purchased from the 
Transport Department for preservation on 
26 July 1971 by David Rider (for £241.25 


including part worn tyres and a new 
MoT!). It was moved to Sheffield Park, the 
southern terminus of the Bluebell Railway 
in West Sussex. While at Sheffield Park, 
No 222 appeared in the Bluebell Railway 
vintage vehicle rallies of the early 1970s. 

It was kept in the open and unfortunately, 
in December 1991, it was entered and set 
on fire. The fire severely damaged the rear 
of the bus with the heat being so intense 
that holes were burned through some of 
the rear roof panels. This vehicle was then 
stored in a building at a farm in Lower 
Dicker, Sussex. After some years in store 
it was put up for sale. 

Eastleigh-based Phil Blair purchased 
No.222 around 2010 and commenced 
restoration with the aim of adding 
the Guy to his collection of preserved 
buses. During Mr Blair’s ownership, 

222 appeared at the one-off Marwell 
Classic Vehicle Show in September 2010, 
displayed as a restoration in progress’. 



Southampton Park Royal-bodied 
Guy Arab III No 222(GTR 484) in 
Melrose Road, Upper Shirley. 

NIGEL APPLEFORD 
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Above: No 222 is seen in service in the early I960s\ ROBERT MACK/S&DTHT COLLECTION 
Below: The Arab when stored in the open at Lower Dicker. NIGEL APPLEFORD 



SOUTHAMPTON 222 GROUP 

Early in 2013, Richard Perry, a retired 
mechanical engineer and a member of 
the Southampton & District Transport 
Heritage Trust (S&DTHT), formed a 
consortium of S&DTHT members to 
purchase No 222 from Mr Blair and to 
restore it. Alongside Richard, Duncan 
Egerton, Glen Turner, Roger Parr and 
Dennis Ashbee came on board. Dennis 
was a former Southampton City Transport 
engineer at Portswood depot and 
therefore very familiar with its Guys. 

A full restoration would be physically 
beyond the capabilities of the group 
and the intention was to have 222 
professionally restored so it was duly 
towed to South East Coachworks at 
Faversham, Kent in July 2013 for a 
professional restoration. Ironically the 
tow truck failed just short of their 
destination! 

The restoration would be on an ‘as-and- 
when’ basis and involving apprentices as 
part of their training. The apprentices 
were guided by Stuart Collins at SECW 
and a plaque in recognition of their work 
is to be fitted in the bus. 

No 222 had been acquired in a 
dismantled state with the damaged 
staircase completely removed. Richard 
changed the fluids and filters and checked 
the underneath before the bus was towed 
to Faversham. Fortunately the chassis 
and running units proved to be in good 
condition, so much of the work involved 
repairing and replacing body parts. 

The bus was stripped back to the 
frame including the already replaced 
panels to ensure a consistent standard 
of restoration. The roof being made of 
aluminium was renewed as the heat of 
the fire had created large holes. The steel 
domes faired better and were beaten out 
but everything combustible on the bus 
had been destroyed except the majority 
of the lower-deck floor which was just 
singed although about a quarter of it was 
replaced. 

Parts required were generally sourced 
around the Southampton area and 
delivered by van to Faversham. Restoring 
the opening windows proved particularly 
challenging as most of the window 
pans required replacing and majority 
of the half-drop windows had gone; 
replacements were fabricated (in stainless 
steel) by KT Fabrications of Ashgrove 
Industrial Park in Bognor Regis. 


Around 80% of the body is original, but 
it does have a new rear end and staircase, 
fitted on the original framing. A lot of 
re-panelling around the cab to deal with 
corrosion was needed. All interior fittings 
have had to be replaced, or refurbished 
including the front-facing seats. The 
bench seats and floors are entirely new, as 
are a number of roof and side panels. The 
seats, light fittings etc were powder coated 
by Trestan Finishers of Hazel Road in 
Woolston, Southampton, while all chrome 
plating (poles, handrails and fittings) was 
undertaken by Hampshire Electroplating 
of Bevois Valley in Southampton. All 
of the above three firms come highly 
recommended by Richard. 


Once the body rebuild had been 
completed, the next job was to get 222 
repainted in Southampton’s cherry 
red and ivory livery. Southampton’s 
Portswood depot was one of the last in 
the South to brush paint its buses so 
this needed a specialist to get in right. 
Before this, No 222, which had been in 
the open, required the bare panels to be 
cleaned off and the bus made roadworthy. 
Stuart Collins at SECW steam cleaned 
and silvered the chassis while Woods 
Commercial Services of Aylsham 
performed a pre-MoT and fitted new tyres 
and batteries. 

No 222 was driven to St. Neots in 
Cambridgeshire for repainting. B&CP's 
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Restored Southampton Arab No 
222 is seen turning from Portswood 
Road into St Denys Road. 

NIGEL APPLEFORD 














































































Above left to right: Fire 
damage to the top-deck 
interior as at March 2013. 

CHARNIE HOLDEN 

Fire damage to the lower- 
deck interior as at March 
2013. CHARNIE HOLDEN 

Fire damage to staircase led 
to its total demise. 

CHARNIE HOLDEN 


Upper left: The extent of work 
carried out on the chassis. 

S&DTHT COLLECTION 

Upper right: Work on the 
upper deck in progress. 

S&DTHT COLLECTION 


Bottom left: The exterior 
was completely re-panelled 
while at South East 
Coachworks. 

S&DTHT COLLECTION 

Bottom right: The 

troublesome compressor 
after dismantling by Richard 
Perry. S&DTHT COLLECTION 


Ashley Blackman was in the process 
of painting two Maidstone & District 
Regents (VKR 39 and VKR 470) and No 
222 followed them into his paintshop. 
Correct paint colours are important 
and to ensure the correct shade Richard 
employed German standard paint codes, 
using RAL3004 maroon, RAL3005 
Darker maroon and RAL1024 cream. 

DETLING DEBUT 

The newly painted bus was returned 
to Kent in time to be displayed on the 
SECW stand at the April 2016 Detling 
Rally and the Faversham event in May 
2016, following which it returned to 
SECW for the interior to be completed. 

Tom Coe, lead apprentice at SECW led 
work on the interior, which features some 
differences to the original specification; 
some parts are polished rather than 


Rexined while the capping between the 
windows is painted rather than rexened as 
the original material proved unobtainable 
in a suitable thickness (seat Rexene being 
much thicker). Seats were reupholstered 
with material supplied by John Small of 
Bitterne. New white Doverite was fitted to 
the platform pole and handrails. 

Space for the vehicle had been secured 
in the preserved vehicle store building 
managed by the Medstead Depot 
Omnibus Group and after some further 
work the Guy was driven to Medstead on 
Saturday 26 November 2016. The route 
back from Kent was via Sheffield Park to 
allow David Rider to view the restoration 
work and to re-unite him with the vehicle 
that he had previously owned. David 
also provided the ‘Feathers in our Cap’ 
radiator cap together with some original 
transfers. 


No.222 was deemed to need work on 
the air brake compressor, so this was 
dismantled by Richard and found to need 
new bearings and the crank re-metalling 
(carried out by Saunders of Cadnam) 
and new piston rings (these were made 
by David Fletcher-Jones of Hordle in 
his garden shed!). The compressor was 
reassembled and refitted by Dennis 
Ashbee and Will Higgs. 

No 222 has received a mid-period 
livery and there are still a few more jobs to 
complete; — vinyls and small lettering to 
be added, the clutch plate is to be changed 
and the brakes re-lined. 

RETURN TO SOUTHAMPTON 

No 222 passed its Class 5 MoT, its first for 
many years on 9 June 2018 and returned 
to Medstead. It returned to Southampton 
for an evening outing later in 2018 and 
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Right: The lower deck bore 
the brunt of the 1991 fire. 
Most of the interior in this 
view is new. Some small 
details have yet to be fitted 
and transfers applied. 

Far right: The majority of 
the staircase and platform 
area is new apart from the 
handrails which have been 
re-covered in new Doverite. 

Below: Rear offside view 
opposite the old Portswood 
depot site. This view clearly 
shows the tall and narrow 
effect of a 7ft 6in-wide 
highbridge bodywork. 

All: NIGEL APPLEFORD 



subsequently arrangements were made 
to take it back to Southampton during 
early summer of this year for a B&CP 
photographic outing. 

No 222 overnighted at Bursledon 
Brickworks and with Dennis at the 
wheel our route took us from Bursledon, 
through Swaythling across to Bassett 
where after a photo stop on the 
opposite side of the road to the site of 
the former Portswood depot (now a 
Sainsburys supermarket), we continued 
to Upper Shirley to collect Richard 


and Duncan (Glen and Roger were 
unfortunately unable to join us). Here the 
‘Feathers in our Cap’ radiator cap was 
fitted. 

The writer had always been intrigued by 
the destination ‘Glen Eyre’ which adorned 
Southampton City Transport buses. It 
turned out to be a housing estate near 
Bassett and we ran around there for a 
number of photographs. Many residents 
appeared from their houses to admire or 
photograph No 222 or pulled over in their 
cars to stop for a chat. 


We paused outside the former 
Portswood depot site for more photographs 
before depositing Richard and Duncan. 
The bus was then on its way back to 
Medstead. My sincere thanks are due to 
Duncan and Richard, Tom Lingwood and 
David Hutchings of S&DTHT and to 
Dennis for his excellent driving. 

No.222 was on display at the Guy 
Anniversary event in Southampton City 
Centre on Saturday 14 September and 
at Bursledon Brickworks on Sunday 15 
September. 
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We look back at some 
of Southampton’s buses 
of the past. 

Top left: Following on from the 
final Guy Arab III deliveries, 
seven years were to pass 
before more double-deckers 
were to arrive. The initial 
deliveries in the search for 
a new standard double- 
deckers were 12 Park Royal¬ 
bodied Leyland PD2/27 as 
represented here by No 301 
(301 TR). 

Top right: Another 20 Leylands 
were to arrive, but the AEC 
Regent V was to win the day 
with 80 delivered between 
1962 and 1967. Park Royal 
and East Lancs/Neepsend 
supplied the bodywork. Seen 
here from the initial batch 
is Park Royal-bodied No 317 
(317 AOW). 

Centre: The final Regent V 
deliveries were 30ft in length 
and turned out to be excellent 
survivors. Neepsend-bodied 
No 394 (KOW 902F) was 
to serve in the Yorkshire 
Heritage wedding hire fleet 
from 2011, and was recently 
acquired by a consortium 
of Southampton & District 
Transport Heritage Trust for 
onward preservation. 

Bottom: The Leyland 
Atlantean era began in 1967 
when the first of 276 East 
Lancs buses arrived. Seen 
here is No 167 (EOW 400L), 
an AN68/IR new in 1972. 

No 167 is now one of several 
Southampton Atlanteans 
preserved. 
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Soulhantfon City 


Awaiting its next departure from Pound Tree Road in the city centre is No 174 (PCR 297M) another AN68/IR. New in 1974, No 174 
saw over 20 years service in the city. 
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From the same batch and in the same location is No 176 (PCR 299M). This bus was one of a small number rebodied with East Lancs 
Sprint single-deck bodywork in 1991. Waiting behind is 1981 AN68A/IR No 266 (DBK 266W). This bus was loaned to Leicester 
during 2001. 
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Deliveries continued. 
1978-built AN68A/IR 
No 224 (PBP 224S) later 
wore an overall advert for 
Cannon Cinemas. 


CKyCwttrt 


Seen making its way 
through the city centre is 
234 (UPO 234T), an 
AN68A/IR new in 1979. 


After the Atlanteans came 
Leyland Olympians and 
Dennis Dominators. Again 
East Lancs bodywork 
prevailed. Seen here is coach- 
seated is No 282 (C282 BBP), 
new in 1986. Following just 
five years service, this bus and 
its sister were sold in 1991 to 
Bullocks of Cheadle. 
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NOTTINGHAM 


HERITAGE VEHICLES CHARITY 


Nottingham Heritage 
Vehicles Charity 

The Heritage Bus Depot. Portland Road, Hucknall, Notts NG15 7SF. 


Preserving roud transport heritage for future generations 



Soak up a little transport nostalgia, learn about our aims, and 
maybe even enlist as a new volunteer. We are working towards 
developing a centre for restoration excellence in 
Nottinghamshire, whilst continuing to operate the depot as a 
working heritage bus garage. Volunteers are gradually 
restoring the fabric of the art deco bus garage, whilst others 
work on vehicle projects and background tasks. 

Want to know more - then come along for a look around ! 
Please use public transport or the NET tram to visit us. 
Follow us on FACEBOOK for latest news, events & trips. 


enquiries@nottinghamheritagevehicles.co.uk 
















Shades of 

MIDLAND RED 


The Alexander PS body produced in the 1990s has a strong following, especially amongst younger enthusiasts. 
SIMON GILL reports on Stagecoach Midland Red 202 (M202 LHP) that returned to original condition this year. 


Bus enthusiasts can be very fickle. We 
often hear comments about individuals 
not being interested in buses where the 
engines are at the back, or underneath or 
only being attracted to one operator or 
another. However, a common problem 
facing all bus and coach preservationists 
and museums is the lack of younger 
people getting involved to keep our 
interests alive in the future. We need 
to encourage them by embracing ALL 
types of vehicles — after all what is 
commonplace today is history tomorrow. 

It was therefore extremely encouraging to 
meet Jacob Peatfield- Straw; an enthusiastic 
20-year-old who has not only acquired his 
own bus and rallied it regularly during the 
year, but has also bought another one. 

Jacob was initially a volunteer at the Great 
Central Railway and became interested in 


29 (Leicester-Coalville) passing her house 
every 30min. At the age of 16, whilst at 
college, he got a part time job as a cleaner 
at Midland Classic, Burton-upon-Trent 
where his enthusiasm blossomed. 

With his education completed, he got a 
job at Arriva’s outstation at Hugglescote 
where approximately 20 buses are 
allocated to operate routes in the Coalville 
area. This led to an opportunity to join its 
training school at Thurmaston, Leicester 
where, in 2018, he successfully gained his 
PCV licence after which he became a full 
time driver. 

One of the driver training buses he 
learnt on was Arriva No T9504 (V604 
DBC), a Volvo B10BLE with Alexander 
ALX300 body new in 2000. This became 
his favourite and influenced his decision 
to buy former Stagecoach Midland Red 
No 202 (M202 LHP) when it became 
available early this year. 


Midland Red South was incorporated 
on 15 April 1981 under the name 
Dreamimage Ltd; being renamed Midland 
Red (South) Limited (MRS) on 1 July 1981 
by the National Bus Company (NBC). 
Operations began on 6 September 1981 
with 163 vehicles following the break-up of 
the Midland Red Omnibus Co Ltd. 

MRS became the 53rd NBC subsidiary 
to be privatised on 10 December 1987 
when it was sold to Western Travel 
Ltd, which had bought Cheltenham & 
Gloucester in a management buy-out in 
October 1986. This included 180 vehicles 
and services throughout Warwickshire 
and north Oxfordshire. 

On 10 December 1993 Western Travel 
was acquired by Stagecoach for £13.75m 
and MRS was re-branded Stagecoach 
Midland Red. It retained this title until 
January 2001 when operations in 
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buses about six years ago when he visited 
his grandmother and saw Arriva’s service 
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Opposite: Alexander PS-bodied Volvo 
BIOM, Midland Red South 202 looks 
resplendent back in Stagecoach stripes. 

This page, top to bottom: Stagecoach 
Midland Red 20202 (M202 LHP) was 
repainted in Midland Red red/black 
dual-purpose livery for the Midland Red 
centenary. It is seen at the Black Country 
Museum on 28 November 2004. 

M202 LHP at Showbus 2018 at Donington 
Park when it retained Howards Travel 
livery. All: SIMON GILL 

No 202 appeared at some rallies in 
April 2019 with a red front to reflect its 
Midland Red Centenary livery. 

No 202 being prepared for repainting at 
Wilcox Refinishers of Brownhills on 24 
May 2019. Both: JACOB PEATFIELD-STRAW 


Leamington, Nuneaton and Rugby were 
renamed Stagecoach in Warwickshire and 
the Banbury depot become Stagecoach 
in Banbury before being merged with 
Stagecoach in Oxfordshire in July 2002. 

In a further restructuring in August 
2010, Stagecoach in Warwickshire 
was merged with the former United 
Counties operations of Stagecoach 
East and Stagecoach in Northampton 
to become Stagecoach Midlands. This 
saw the company’s headquarters move 
to Northampton. On 12 October 2014, 
Stagecoach merged the company, United 
Counties Omnibus Co Ltd into MRS and 
Stagecoach Midlands operations at Corby, 
Kettering, Leamington, Northampton, 
Nuneaton, Rugby and Stratford-upon- 
Avon now show MRS as the legal owner. 

VOLVO BIOM 

The Volvo BIOM was announced at the 
Geneva Show in January 1980 as successor 
to the Volvo B58 which had established 
Volvo in the British market. It did not 
appear in the UK until the Motor Show at 
the NEC, Birmingham in October 1980. 
The main difference was the BIOM had an 
innovative jig welded chassis frame rather 
than the bolted frame of the B58 and 
offered full air suspension as standard. 

Specification was similar to the B58 
with a modified Volvo THD 100 9.6-litre 
engine making it more powerful and fuel- 
efficient. The sales brochure at the time 
stated ‘No other engine installation gives 
such perfect balance . . . and has such 
superior road-holding properties . . .’ 

An updated BIOM followed at the end 
of 1985 when Volvo announced a new 
generation THD 101 engine, improved 
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This page, clockwise from top left: 

Jacob Peatfield-Straw with his 
pride and joy. 

The smart dual-purpose seats in 
Stagecoach pattern moquette. 

Driver’s cab with controls easily 
to hand and a working ticket 
machine. 

Stagecoach decals. 

Opposite page, top left: The 

Stagecoach stripes appear 
to extenuate the length of 
the Alexander PS body when 
viewed from the offside. 

Top right: The rear of the vehicle 
looks clean and tidy. 

Bottom: No 202 meets its former 
stablemate, Midland Red South 
602 (NOE 602R), a Leyland 
National 11351 A/1R fitted with 
a DAF engine, at the Potteries 
Connection Running Day on 8 
September 2019. All: SIMON GILL 


driver’s area, redesigned electrics and 
improved lubrication, cooling and air 
systems. 

The Volvo B58 was never successful as 
a bus chassis so the B10M was initially 
aimed at the premium coach sector. 
Hutchinson of Overtown, Lanarkshire 
bought a small number of BlOMs 
with various bus bodies, but the big 
breakthrough came in 1987 when a major 
order from Badgerline included 14 with 
Alexander P-type bus bodies. These 
received much publicity as they were 
supplied under an almost unique contract 
maintenance agreement. 

Ironically, it was the dismal 
performance of the early Volvo B6 rear- 
engined midibus that really kick-started 
interest in the B10M. Stagecoach had 
ordered 200 B6s off the drawing board 
with an option on another 100 but 
delays over where the chassis would be 
built, together with lack of testing, put 
Volvo under pressure to retain the order. 
Stagecoach agreed to change the order 
to include 100 BlOMs with Alexander PS 
bodies and more followed. 

ALEXANDER PS 

The angular Alexander P-type had 
been introduced in 1983 to replace the 
successful Y-type on Leyland, Dennis, 
Volvo and Scania chassis. Only 78 were 
built and it was replaced by the PS-type in 
1988 which was initially developed for the 
Singapore market. The first PS for the UK 
market, No 27 (F27 JRC), was delivered 


to Derby City Transport in January 1989 
mounted on a Scania K93CRB chassis. 

Caetano had produced a very low- 
floor body for the B10M called the 
Highwayman by bolting the body directly 
to the chassis frame with a gentle ramp 
to cover the rear axle. Alexander used a 
similar method for the PS body on the 
B10M-55 which featured a wide entrance, 
two shallow steps and an almost flat 
saloon floor. It won a major order for 
this combination from South Yorkshire 
Transport for its renewal programme, the 
first one, No 601 (G601 NWA), entering 
service in May 1990. 

Stagecoach became a major user of the 
type and its unique specification included 
a 212bhp version of the THD101GB 
engine, ZF 5HP500 automatic gearbox 
and a rear axle ratio with a top speed of 
56mph. Stagecoach found they produced 
substantial savings in engineering costs 
and their vastly improved reliability 
enabled a reduction in the number of spare 
buses required to maintain services. They 
proved to be an ideal inter-urban vehicle. 

The introduction of low-floor single- 
deckers saw the end of PS production in 
1996 after nearly 600 had been built. It was 
superseded by the Alexander ALX300. 

M202 LHP 

Stagecoach Midland Red received its first 
examples of the B10M/PS combination 
in May 1995 including No 202 (M202 
LHP). With 48 dual-purpose seats, it was 
allocated to Nuneaton, transferring to 


Stratford-upon-Avon in early 1996 and 
Leamington in February 1999 where it 
gained a yellow-based overall advert for 
the local radio station The Bear’. When 
Stagecoach introduced its national fleet 
number series in January 2003 it was 
renumbered 20202, transferring to Rugby 
the following April. 

No 20202 then achieved fame. James 
Freeman was Managing Director of 
Stagecoach in Warwickshire at the time 
and recalls: The various companies that 
made up one-time Midland Red were all 
interested in contributing to the centenary 
in 2004 and at Stagecoach in Warwickshire 
we decided that a B10M would look really 
authentic in red and black (20202 had DP 
seats). It reminded me of an LS18A! We 
consulted with the legendary Stan Letts, 
who made up the original-looking transfers 
for us (including the fleet number) and 
came himself to Rugby to apply them in the 
summer of 2004. 

The bus was moved round from depot 
to depot and took a turn at Nuneaton, 
Leamington Spa and Rugby. It was 
extremely popular with customers and 
staff, especially the older staff, prompting 
retired Midland Red employees from 
across our area to get in touch. It also 
of course went to the Black Country 
Museum’s Midland Red centenary 
event, where it looked very at home with 
genuine BMMO vehicles on display there. 

‘When I left Stagecoach in 
Warwickshire in 2005 to take over 
Stagecoach East in Northampton, I was 
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presented with a framed print of 20202 
which is still on my wall today.’ 

No 20202 remained at Rugby from 
December 2004 being repainted in 
Stagecoach livery once more in October 
2005. Withdrawn in February 2007 it 
passed to Stagecoach United Counties at 
Northampton until September 2009 when 
it was placed in store. 

Sold to Howards Travel, Warrington 
in February 2010, M202 LHP entered 
service the following month in its 
Springfields livery of cream with green 
roof and deep skirt. In early 2011 it was 
repainted in the combined Howards 
Travel and Springfields Bus & Coach 
livery of cream with blue skirt sweeping 
up at the rear with green stripe above. 

PRESERVATION 

M202 LHP was sold to a Mr Henley of 
Winchester for preservation in June 2014, 
later passing to Tom Daubney, together 
with its sister, M201 LHP which was 
used for spares before being scrapped. In 
September 2018 it appeared at Showbus in 
the ownership of Mr Poole, Rugeley and 


Steve Riley, Tamworth. Mr Poole sold 
his share to Dean Howdle before Jacob 
bought it in March 2019. 

Shortly after buying No 202, Jacob 
repainted the front red to acknowledge 
its Midland Red heritage livery and it 
appeared at several events during April in 
this guise. 

Mechanically, No 202 was in excellent 
condition and all that was required were 
two new front air bags and top plates. 
New windscreens and a driver’s cab 
window were also fitted — Roberts of 
Hugglescote assisting with this work. 

BACK TO ORIGINAL 

In May, the bus was taken to Wilcox 
Refinishers of Brownhills for repainting 
in original Stagecoach livery. Stagecoach 
decals were then supplied and fitted by 
Lee Hobson of Decal Central. 

No 202 made its first appearance at 
the South Yorkshire Transport Trust 
running day in Rotherham on 21 July 
before appearing at BUSES Festival on 18 
August. At Showbus 2019 it deservedly 
won ‘Best 1990s Bus’. 


Fresh from this success I asked Jacob 
if he has any tips for fellow enthusiasts 
looking to buy their first bus. He says T 
think it is all about finding something that 
is appropriate for the person buying one. 
Also joining a group or having friends 
around you to support you where they can. 
Storage is a must, but finding somewhere 
secure and local to keep the interest is a 
bonus. Big company preservation along 
with independent ownership should be 
encouraged, and people should not be 
afraid to approach an operator or vice 
versa to preserve a vehicle’. 

Jacob also now owns one of the first 
Volvo BIOM/Alexander PS buses built, 
former South Yorkshire Transport No 
605 (G605 NWA) which was latterly First 
Leicester driver trainer No 60460 and he 
does not rule out getting an Arriva DAF 
SB200/Wrightbus Commander in due 
course so watch this space! 

THANKS 

Our thanks to Jacob Peatfield-Straw and 
James Freeman for their help with this 
feature. 
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NO STANDING 



Following on from his comprehensive round-up of seat moquette 
designs last month. ASHLEY BLACKMAN takes a look at putting 
your moquette to good use. 



Writes Ashley: After a busy year of 
restoration projects, I haven’t been able 
to write as many restoration articles as 
I would have liked, but I have gathered 
lots of content to share with you and 
hopefully inspire you to either get back 
in the garage this winter to continue your 
restoration project or hopefully go out and 
rescue a bus or coach from a field and get 
started. You can expect more restoration 
articles in this series before next year’s 
rally season begins. These articles will 
cover interior fixtures and fittings, ticket 
machines, servicing and MoTs, uniforms, 
getting rally ready and more. If there is 
anything in particular you would like to 
hear more about then please email info@ 
ashleyblackman.co.uk. 

Tn this article we take a look at seating 
and upholstery. I would start sourcing the 
moquette as soon as you possibly can as 
it can take a while to source material or 
gather enough people to have a bespoke 
run if finance is tight. Before fitting your 
seats, you should now be at the point 
where your entire interior is restored and 
ready for seats to be fitted. New or revived 
upholstery is like the icing on the cake to 
your interior restoration at the end. Before 
fitting, your ceiling should be painted, 
all interior wiring replaced, side panels 
revived, wood varnished, trim fixed, 
any new flooring fitted, lino and tread 
secured. Your freshly painted, powder 
coated or chromed and polished seat 
frames will now be ready to receive their 
plush cleaned up or freshly re-upholstered 
seating.’ 

DIFFERENT FABRICS 

How you restore your bus or coach 
seating will depend on what period in 
time you are restoring your vehicle to 
reflect. Many of us enjoy authenticity, 
so usually your seating choice will be to 
have it reproduced as it would either have 
been from new or a period of time in the 
vehicles service life. 

If you have a wartime classic, then your 
job is going to be much easier in most 
cases as during the war buses were mostly 
furnished with wooden slatted seating. If 
you have this style of seating to restore, 
you will either need to repair with new 
wood or give it a sand down and varnish to 
bring it up like new again. I always enjoy 
seeing buses restored in this style today as 
it really does transport you back to a very 
unique time. 
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Top left: Not a very inviting 
seat to sit on! Here seat 
cushions resting against the 
side panels have sustained 
damage due to dampness and 
water ingress. 

Top right: There is something 
living here. 

Below left: Here you can see a 
neat square patch, displaying 
the original colour and 
pattern of the moquette. 

Below centre: Time has taken 
its toll on the pattern with 
much fading. 

Below right: Some seats have 
suffered more than others. 

A nice pattern that you can 
imagine looked very smart 
when new. 




Over the years many different textiles 
were introduced for seating upholstery 
use, such as rattan, leather, cotton, silk 
velvets, vinyl and moquette. Moquette 
is a very useful seating fabric as it is 
very durable and is produced using the 
weaving technique known as jacquard. 
Moquette is said to be usually made up 
of 85% wool and 15% nylon with a cotton 
backing. The woollen pile has good 
thermal properties making the seating 
cool enough for the summer and warm 
in the winter months, ideal for passenger 
transport. Unless cracked, torn or rotten 
seat squabs are present, vinyl and leather 
will clean up with a good leather food or 
vinyl cleaner. Vinyl and leather is readily 
available in many colours so will be a lot 


easier to reproduce authentic seating if 
your classic carried this fabric originally. 

Seat squabs over the years have been 
made up from flock, horsehair, rubber 
foam and sponge to name a few. Today 
your budget will help you decide just how 
comfy you would like your seating to 
be. There are many modern cushioning 
options to choose from and an upholstery 
professional can assist you with your 
decision. 

Arguably leather, vinyl and moquette 
are probably the most common style of 
seating upholstery that we all see often 
when restoring vehicles today. Although 
recently I have been lucky enough to come 
across a canvas covered cab seat, filled 
with horsehair. 


DOING THE RESEARCH 

You probably already know what pattern, 
colour and fabric your bus or coach 
requires. Asking local enthusiasts who 
own similar vehicles from the same 
operator and period in time, where they 
sourced their seating fabric or if you can 
have a closer look at their seating to match 
swatches of fabric will always help. But 
what happens if you have no idea where to 
start and no references? 

We are currently restoring our 1948 
Black & White Motorways Bristol L 
coach, HDD 654 which had its interior 
completely stripped out by the time we 
purchased it. We managed to find what 
we think are the original seats around 
the barn it was once stored in, but it isn’t 
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clear what pattern, colour or type of fabric 
the coach would have had when it was in 
service with B&W in the late 1940s and 
1950s. The coach ran for another operator 
after its service with B&W. We have 
searched for photographs of the interior 
with no luck yet. Sought out enthusiasts 
who might remember the coach in service, 
but we have had a few different variations 
from memories, references of red, blue 
and brown upholstery. So it isn’t always 
that easy to decide what the best option 
is going to be, although this is an extreme 
case. We are now looking to what colour 
and fabric many similar coach operators’ 
coach seats would have worn in that 
era to influence the decision. We know 
that Black & White Motorways liked its 
luxuries, so we might end up going for a 
brown moquette or 
leather with piping 
or red moquette with 
gold flecks . . . 

Coaches are 
notoriously more 
detailed than buses, 
with elaborate seating 
designs and ceiling 
moquette, so much to 
consider and research 
if you have a coach to 
restore. 

Buses are less 
elaborate when it 
comes to upholstery, 
but still many different 
patterns and trim 


to consider here. As you can see in 
the pictures, Atomic Energy Research 
Establishment (AERE) 1962 AEC Regent 
V, 243 AJB has much interior restoration 
work to be done. A blue leatherette will 
need to be sourced for the interior side 
panels as some have suffered with damp 
and heat which has resulted in dryness 
and cracking. The seat cushions are solid 
and you will probably start to see seat 
crumbs or dandruff falling to the floor 
in time, so new comfortable cushions 
are required. The moquette you can see 
from the image with the square patch, 
is faded and worn. It will prove difficult 
to source an exact moquette match for 
the Regent. The decision will have to be 
made to either have a run of moquette 
with the exact same pattern reproduced 
which would be costly and 
there aren’t many AERE 
vehicles around that we 
could resell the same 
patterned moquette to, or 
find a similar alternative 
which is readily available 
in bespoke quantities. 

FINANCIAL 
DECISIONS 

If you have a tight budget 
and can get away with 
the seats as they are now 
with a little cleaning until 
you are financially ready 
to have them redone, 
hold out for a while 


Left: A full interior restoration will 
be required to recreate a true AERE 
travel experience, including new blue 
leatherette for the side panels. 

longer. Shampooing and steam cleaning 
your moquette with the right products 
and equipment can revive your seats 
considerably. Even after years of filth and 
grease a good upholstery cleaner can bring 
back a little colour to your interior. You can 
purchase steam cleaners and upholstery 
cleaning vacuums for much less than £50, 
paired with a strong solution. Make sure 
to test a small unseen area of moquette 
first to be sure of how the finished result 
will look. I would suggest cleaning your 
moquette preferably on a warmer day or 
when the sun is out so that you can lay out 
your seat squabs at least and they will dry 
off quicker and not trap any damp. 

Unfortunately if your moquette has long 
rotted away or is looking uninviting, then 
all of the cleaning in the world isn’t going 
to bring back the rich patterns and colours. 

Long standing company Holdsworths, 
now Camira Fabrics based in Yorkshire 
have been weaving moquette since the 
early 1800s. They still create heritage- 
style moquette and bespoke patterns. 

For a bespoke pattern you have to 
purchase a large volume to make the run 
worthwhile, which unless you have plenty 
of money saved, means its not always 
an option to have the original pattern 
upholstery your classic would have worn. 
Collaborating with vehicle owners who 
are also requiring the same moquette 
pattern for their restoration is sometimes 
the only option. This is usually ok if you 
own a Tilling vehicle for example as there 
are a large amount of vehicles requiring 
this moquette still in preservation. But if 
you own a municipal vehicle or a smaller 
company who had a unique design of 
moquette like AERE, it reduces your 
chances of finding others who might 
require the same. Alternatively ask around. 
Have you seen any buses or coaches with 
newly upholstered seats carrying the same 
pattern on the rally scene this season? 

Seek out the owner and ask if they have 
any spare rolls or if their supplier has any 
spare. It is quite often the case that they 
do have some spare and if you don’t ask 
you don’t get. There are so many rolls of 
moquette sat in storage around the country 
that are just waiting to be used. 

Many preservationists are happy to 
purchase new moquette which isn’t exact 
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and slightly resembles the design and colour 
that their vehicle should have. This can 
be more cost effective option as you can 
purchase in stock rolls from manufacturers. 

One of the restorations I was involved 
in a few years ago, had an authentic 
exact run of moquette produced in 
India, 400 metres, 16 rolls for a near 
£10,000 sum. Before deciding to have the 
moquette made outside of the country, 
the preservationist had received a quote 
for around £20,000 for a run to be made 
in the UK. I always prefer to support 
local businesses but you can see this is 
quite a difference in price. Definitely 
shop around, make sure the fabric 
manufacturer is reputable, visit their 
premises and ensure you can get a feel 
for the quality of the fabric first before 
committing to the investment. 

Choosing which fabric to opt for, is all 
down to you, your preference and your 
budget. 

NEXT STEPS 

Once you have your chosen fabric ready 
for upholstering, you have another 
decision to make. Do you have the time 
and expertise to take on the upholstering 
and seat back and cushion repairs 
yourself? Will you be investing in the 
equipment? This could be a good idea if 
you have more than one vehicle to restore 
in the future and have an interest in 
learning the tricks of the trade, you could 
even attend an upholstery course. 

If you can’t really see yourself with 


a needle and thread, there are many 
experienced professionals who will happily 
take on the project for you. Make sure 
to share any reference photographs or 
drawings of the finished result you require 
and discuss all of the materials that will 
be used for every detail such as seat backs 
and cushions. Be clear how you would like 
the finished seating to both feel like in 
comfort and appearance. 

When you are ready to fit your plush 
new seats there are various ways the seat 
cushions are backs can be secured and 
fixed in place on the seat frame. This is 
usually fairly apparent. Some seat backs 
are slotted into the frame and secured 
with screws, others are slotted and held 
in place with the cushion. If you have a 
Routemaster these have special seat backs 
that clip into place. The cushions are 
usually secured with blocks of wood and 


Above: 243 AJB ready to set off from the 
Oxford Bus Museum to its new home for 
restoration. 

Below: Boxy side profile this Park Royal 
body shares similarities with Park Royal 
AEC Bridgemasters. 

or rubber fixtures underneath. Sometimes 
the seat cushions can be hinged if you 
have a battery box underneath. 

However you choose to restore your 
bus or coach seating, all of the hard work, 
time and money you invest will be sure 
to transform the interior and will be even 
more comfortable and inviting for your 
friends and family to ride with you to 
rallies and events. Even just an afternoon 
with a steam cleaner or some leather food 
can transform your pride and joy’s seating. 
Stay on top of cleaning your classic bus 
or coach regularly and your seats should 
hopefully last you a lifetime. 
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L-PLATE LOVELIES 



driver 

INSTRUCTS 

VEHICLE 


DRIVER UNDER 
INSTRUCTION 


Some unusual training vehicles from our archives. 


Left: Some joining Midland Red as drivers received their 
introduction to BMMO’s home-grown vehicles aboard BMMO 
Cl No 3327 (KHA 327). With its Duple bodywork still tidy 
and its coaching days over, No 3327 is seen in early NBC days. 

PRESBUS ARCHIVE 


Right: Southdown’s Northern Counties-bodied Leyland PD3s 
seemed for a time to be totally indestructible, in fact a 
significant number survive today, both preserved and retained 
by operators for special duties. Sold to the neighbouring 
Gosport & Fareham Omnibus Co, trading as People’s 
Provincial, was its 202 (WOW 993T), the former Southdown 
423(423 DCD), one of a batch of 25 convertible buses delivered 
in 1964, a further five following a year later. Because of their 
versatility, the convertibles had a better survival rate, the 
demand for open-top buses remaining high for the last five 
decades. Unfortunately Provincial did not enjoy the success it 
had hoped for, the bus and a sister vehicle, having attracted 
insufficient interest both at Lee-on-Solent and on Southsea 
seafront. Following one season, it was then used by Provincial 
as a driver-trainer as seen here. No 202 is currently under 
restoration. NIGEL APPLEFORD 















Opposite, bottom: The City of 
Oxford Motor Services ran a 
sizeable number of Daimler 
Fleetlines in the 1979s and 
1980s. Alexander-bodied No 
402 (TFC 402K) extended its 
life by serving the fleet as a 
training vehicle. 

PRESBUS ARCHIVE 


Above: M6 (WYW 6T) was 
the first production Metrobus 
for London, being delivered in 
September 1978, and 
entering service at Fulwell 
garage in March 1979. By 1997 
it had become a trainer in the 
Cowie empire. Its all-over 
white livery was to prove 
ideal to launch the Arriva 
logo, promoting Cowie’s 
new name — couldn’t miss it 
could you? The bus was sold 
into private preservation in 
2001 and joined the London 
Transport Museum collection 
in 2003. PHILIP LAMB 

Right: We return to People’s 
Provincial to view a vehicle 
sold on upon privatisation. 
Formerly Provincial No 3 
(Cl03 UHO), this Leyland 
National 2 went on to serve 
Yorkshire Woollen and 
Stevensons before becoming 
a driver-trainer. 

PRESBUS ARCHIVE 
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Pictures: NIGEL APPLEFORD 




NIGEL APPLEFORD 
scrutinises Original Omnibus 
Company (Corgi)'s AEC Q 
double-decker bus 

The prototype AEC Qs were introduced 
in 1932 and were designed by John 
Rackham, who had spent time in America 
as Chief Engineer of Yellow Coach 
Manufacturing Co Ltd, and it was during 
a return visit to the US that his attention 
was drawn to the Twin Coach, built by one 
of Yellow’s rivals, Fageol. 

This coach featured two small engines, 
one on each side of the vehicle allowing 
a front entrance with the driver ahead of 
the front axle. Rackham decided that this 
layout was too complex and expensive 
to maintain so he designed the Q with 
a single engine mounted to the offside 
behind the front axle. The transmission 
train was mounted outside of the offside 
chassis frame to a differential offset to the 
rear. This meant that single rear wheels 


would be needed and to balance the 
weight the rear axle was placed almost at 
the rear of the chassis. Even so the tyres 
were larger and wider than usual. Due to 
the position of the rear axle and engine 
a rear entrance wasn’t possible; while the 
chassis was suitable for double- or single¬ 


deckers. On double-deck models the 
staircase was over the front wheelarch or 
engine allowing a front entrance alongside 
the driver. 

The double-deck chassis was 26ft long 
with a 15ft lOin wheelbase. There was 
an option of an AEC petrol or diesel 
engine while all featured the Daimler pre¬ 
select gearbox. Two demonstrators were 
built, AHX 63 with a Metro-Cammell 
body and AMV 433 with a Park Royal 
body. Production bodies were built by 
Metro-Cammell, English Electric and 
Park Royal to a similar design, while Roe 
built centre-entrance bodies for Wallasey 
and Weymann built a pair for London 
Transport Country area. The model 
wasn’t a sales success, including the two 
demonstrators only 32 were built and the 

November 2001 saw no less than four 
releases on the new casting. Numerically 
the first was this model of London 
Transport Q2 (AYV 615) on Route 77. 
This was one of a pair for the Central 
Area which carried an ornate fully lined 
out livery. Stencil route number holders 
are provided in the side windows. Pm 
sure today’s ‘health & safety’ wouldn’t 
appreciate the open door with no 
bulkhead although some operators did 
add bulkheads including a door behind 
the driver. 

An offside view of London Transport 
Q2 in its original Central Area livery. 
Apart from the lining under the offside 
windscreen the detailed livery is well 
captured. 

Numerically the second release was 
a model of Bradford City Tramways 
393 (KY 5141), with Metro-Cammell 
body. Again the livery is ornate and 
fully lined out. Bradford also purchased 
a Q trolleybus with English Electric 
bodywork. 
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The only Code 2 model issued (at least so 
far) was this model of London Transport 
Q3 (AYV 616) on a Private Hire, available 
to readers of Model Collector magazine. 

London Transport’s Central Area didn’t 
take to the Q double-deckers so Q2 and 
Q3 were repainted into Country Area 
green livery and transferred to various 
Country garages before being stored 
during World War 2. This model was of 
Q2 (AYV 615). 

Westcliffe-on-Sea Motor Services took 
delivery of a single Q double-decker, 

JN 3457. It featured a Metro-Cammell 
60-seat body with an unusual but 
comprehensive destination display 
half way along the nearside. In 1934 it 
received a roof mounted route-number 
box which doesn’t feature on the model, 
which was released in January 2002. 

The rear featured a central emergency 
exit door. Although there are no 
survivors (as far as is known), and we 
have to rely on photographs. Corgi/OOC 
appears to have done a very good job in 
capturing the shape of the real vehicle. 


model dropped after 1937. There was a 
susceptibility to problems, particularly 
with the petrol-engined variant. Possibly 
the vehicle was too revolutionary for its 
time, the British bus industry then being 
very conservatively minded. 

A trolleybus version of the Q double- 
decker was also offered although this 
wasn’t a great success either. Four Park 
Royal-bodied examples went to Sydney 
and single English Electric-bodied 
examples to both Bradford and Southend, 
this one having a low-height body. 

MODELS 

OOC’s double-deck Q model is 
representative of the Metro-Cammell 
body which appears to have been the most 
numerous, bodies built by English Electric 
and Park Royal being extremely similar in 
outline and therefore offers more liveries 
than the single-decker provided you 
overlook slight detail differences such as 
window shapes. There were also variations 
in lifeguards and handrails which the 
models do feature. Like the single-decker 
it is still possibly an unusual prototype for 
a model due to the small number built 
and unfortunately a number of the Qs 
were built with centre entrances and one 
was a lowbridge example so that would 
be stretching modellers’ licence a little 
too far. A number were later purchased 
by independents, which ran them in most 
cases for some years, Worth’s of Enstone 



December 2019 


57 






































FLEETLIST 

CORGI ORIGINAL OMNIBUS COMPANY 1:76 4mm Scale 

OM4570I 

London Transport (red) Q2 (AYV 615) 

Nov 2001 

8,900 


OM45702 

Bradford 393 (KY 5141) 

Nov 2001 

5,000 


OM45703 

London Transport (red) Q3 (AYV 616) 

Nov 2001 

2,500 

Code 2 for Model Collector magazine 

OM45704 

London Transport (green) Q2 (AYV 615) 

Nov 2001 

6,700 


OM45705 

Westcliff-on-Sea Motor Services JN 3457 

Jan 2002 

5,000 


OM45706 

Kingston-upon-Hull 127 (RH 7747) 

Apr 2002 

4,000 


OM45707 

Cardiff 30 (KG 7750) 

Jul 2002 

4,000 

Commemorative box 

OM45708 

Leeds 65 (UG 6511) 

Jul 2002 

4,000 


OM45709 

Bolton 2 (WH 4850) 

Jan 2003 

2,300 


OM457IO 

Halifax 7 (JX 1461) 

Oct 2003 

2,300 


OM457I I/I 

Birmingham 93 (AHX 63) 

May 2008 

1,510 

Joint run. 1A Moseley & Acocks Green 

OM45711/2 

Birmingham 93 (AHX 63) 

May 2008 

1,510 

Joint run. 16 Handsworth Wood via Snow Hill 

ATLAS EDITIONS GREAT BRITISH BUSES 1:76 4mm Scale 

4655507 

Cardiff 30 (KG 7750) 

Jan 2011 

n/a 




Top left: Kingston-upon-Hull Corporation 
purchased a Q with Metro-Cammell body 
which became its No 127 (RH 7747). The 
Hull livery was extremely ornate and 
featured a bright blue livery set off with 
white together with full lining out. No 
127 was loaned to London Transport in 
1940/41 and subsequently sold to Worth’s 
of Enstone. The model was released in 
April 2002. 

Top right: As already mentioned, the 
engine is actually modelled and features 
an etched metal cover which can be 
removed. For transit it is secured by two 
pieces of clear adhesive tape. Corgi/OOC 
has again done an excellent job on this. 


Above: Cardiff Corporation purchased a Q 
with English Electric bodywork, the last 
two-axle model to be built. It was sold to 
Worth’s in 1945 and served there until 
May 1956. There have been two models of 
this bus (No 30; KG 7750) released; one 
by OOC in July 2002 and another by Atlas 
Editions in January 2011. Both are on the 
same route 38 with the same destination, 
the OOC model has an offside mirror 
and etched wipers while the Atlas model 
has painted wipers and also features side 
adverts. 


Left: Bolton Corporation Tramways’ 
single example arrived in late 1933 as its 
No 2 (WH 4850). It featured a Metro- 
Cammell 60-seat body, this model of 
which was released in January 2003. 
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Top: Leeds City Tramways added two 
double deck Qs to its fleet. The OOC 
model is of the first, No.65 (UG 6511) 
delivered in October 1933. The model 
was released in July 2002. 

Centre: Halifax Corporation purchased 
a single Q with English Electric 58-seat 
bodywork in early 1934. It was numbered 
7 in the fleet and received registration 
JX 1461. There are detail differences 
compared to the Metro-Cammell bodies, 
particularly to the front upper-deck 
windows and the windscreens. The model 
dates from October 2003. 

and Yeoman’s of Hereford acquiring more 
than one example. However, I doubt that 
their liveries would be commercially viable 
and I don’t imagine there will be any 
further releases on this casting. 

I think that like the single-deck Q 
this is an extremely good model. It 
was introduced into the OOC range in 
November 2001 and it captures the look 
of the prototype extremely well. Although 
it’s a fairly compact model the main 
dimensions would appear to be accurate. 

The body is a two-piece casting with 
a plastic chassis/baseplate; two screws 
at the rear holding the model together. 

The interior is plastic and the glazing is 
commendably flush. Offside wing mirrors 
of the appropriate pattern are fitted as per 
the prototypes and windscreen wipers are 
a separate etched fitting. On the offside 
the engine can be seen and is covered by 
a removable etched panel, this being held 
in place by two pieces of clear adhesive 
tape while in the plastic box. Lifeguards 


are plastic and of a pattern appropriate 
to each prototype. These have a three- 
sided clear plastic guard to protect them 
while in the box. OOC has obviously 
produced plastic wheels with rubber tyres 


especially for this (and the single-deck) 
model, very authentic they look. Paint 
finish and decoration is to OOC’s usual 
high standard and all models feature 
registration plates. 



The last (at least for now) release of the Q was this former AEC demonstrator AHX 63 which was taken into Birmingham City 
stock as its No 93. The model, which was issued with alternate destinations, correctly carries the AEC bullseye logo rather than 
the inverted triangle. Correctly this model features handrails both sides of the entrance but not the nearside mirror featured on 
Birmingham buses. The models were released in May 2008. 
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A super recreation of United history and some ‘Off Route’ finds in the Sussex 
County town of Lewes. Over to NICK LARKIN. 


United Bristol KGHN 189 
pulls out of Redcar bus station 
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1950s timetable was followed 
as closely as possible. 


United advert is an utterly 
miraculous survivor. 

TONYWALSHAW 


BUS STATION RECREATION 

Not so much ‘Off Route’ but being on the 
same route on two occasions 61 years apart. 

Little did photographer Geoffrey Holt 
know when he took a relatively workaday 
image of United Bristol K GHN 189 leaving 
Redcar bus station On 4 August 1958 that 
his picture would result in a fantastic event 
61 years later. 

The shot would be re-created not only 
with the same bus station, but the actual 
Bristol, And, almost as bizarre, after more 
than 20 years since the legendary operator 
was gobbled up by Arriva, on the gable 
end of a neighbouring terrace, the same 
painted advertisement for the long lost joys 
of travelling to London via Doncaster and 
York using ‘United luxury coach services 
by day and night’. How on earth has this 
feature, which we must admit we knew 
nothing about, survived? 

Think how long it is since United Bristol 
LS vehicles in the olive green and cream 
with London on the destination blinds 
passed through the then thriving steelworks 
dominated town en route to the capital. 

And how come a National Bus Company 
underling didn’t earn brownie points by 
suggesting that the sign be updated in 
corporate style? 

Right: GHN 189 was based in Redcar during 
its service days. All: TONY WALSHAW 


We are extremely grateful to Tony 
Walshaw for use of the photos, the colour 
examples being taken himself. 

The event was an evening outing which 
was a joint effort between the Teesside- 
based 500 Group, the United Enthusiasts’ 
Club and owners of GHN 189 the Aycliffe 
& District Preservation Society, setting 
off from Stagecoach’s Stockton depot the 
bus then recreated the United service 63 
service to Redcar with an original timetable 
for inspiration. The 63 service is yet 
another survivor — Arriva runs it today. 


GHN 189 was actually based at 
Redcar during its United career. It has a 
fascinating history having been delivered 
as United fleet number BDO290 to 
United’s Richmond depot in 1942, playing 
an important role serving military camps 
at Catterick. In 1954 the bus received 
a replacement 1949 ECW body, which 
had originated on a 1933 Leyland TD. 
Withdrawn from Redcar in 1959 the 
bus began a new career with Silcox of 
Pembroke Dockland and was bought for 
preservation in 1969. 
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BUS STATION BLUES 

A trip to the East Sussex 
county town of Lewes netted 
some surprising ‘Off Route’ 
material. 

We are sure there are 
dozens of potential developers 
who would love to flatten 
Lewes bus station, a favourite 
haunt of the young me, and 
build dozens of commuter flats. 


Yet the building, and its 
wonderful 1950s atmosphere in 
which you could imagine waiting 
for a Leyland TD to visit Auntie 
Agnes in Plumpton, hang on. 

The workshops no longer 
see Southdown Leyland 
Nationals being worked on, and 
the whole place does have a 
slight air of neglect, which must 
cause immense annoyance to 


the burghers of this beautifully 
kept town. 

There have always been 
rumours that the bus station 
has a covenant that says it must 
remain a bus station, but no- 
one we’ve spoken to can give a 
definite answer. 

There is now no booking 
office and a vegan cafe now 
operates where drivers and 


hungry travellers once wolfed 
down sausage sandwiches - not 
necessarily a retrograde step of 
course. 

How many bus stations like this 
survive in original condition? 
Hope this one does! 

Above and below: How many bus 
stations of the postwar era 
survive intact? 
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BOOKSHOP 

OBSERVATION 

You don’t expect to see a 
picture of a Southdown Leyland 
TD when looking through a 
Lewes bookshop window. 

Here, however, is depicted 
an accident on School Hill 
in Lewes when the bus ran 
backwards and mounted the 
pavement. 

This was just one of 80 
historic photographs, taken 
between I860 and I960, of 
Lewes High Street displayed 
at various ‘relevant locations’ 
in the town. The initiative was 
organised by Edward Reeves 
photography, the world’s oldest 
photographic studio, which is 
based in Lewes. 





STORIESSEEW 

THROUGH 
A GLASS FLAT! 
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Mail Order DVD Service 


88 Presbus 

PUBLISHING 


We accept payment by credit/ 
debit cards. Please telephone or 
e-mail us to place your order. 


MasterCard 

Maestro 

^^DELTA 

IfcJkJ 

\VISA 

| ELECTRON 



Orders are sent 

(to UK addresses only). Please 

call for overseas postal rates. 

Please allow 14 days for delivery. 
If you require a faster service, 
please notify us at the time of 
placing your order. 

See our website for a full list of 
titles currently available. E&EOE 

Telephone: 

07887 883 421 

e-mail: presbusps2@btinternet.com 

www.presbuspublishing.com 


PLEASE INCLUDE A TELEPHONE 
NUMBER WITH ALL ORDERS! 


This exclusive service is provided 
by the publishers of 



ORDER NOW 
FOR POST-FREE 
UK" DELIVERY 


(* APPLIES TO UK ORDERS ONLY - 
PLEASE CALL FOR OVERSEAS RATES) 


DVDs LATEST RELEASES 






MANCHESTER - SHEFP^I 
WOODHEAE tv*- 00 
1500 VOLT ELECTRICS 



READING 

TROLLEYBUS' 




Title 

Publisher 

Mins 

Price 

Return Ticket: Isle of Man Transport Heritage 

Travel Lens 

55 

£12.00 

Return Ticket: Blackpool Tramways in the 1960s 

Travel Lens 

55 

£12.00 

Return Ticket: Blackpool Trams Heritage 

Travel Lens 

79 

£12.00 

Return Ticket: Woodhead I500v Electrics 

Travel Lens 

48 

£12.00 

Reading Trolleybuses Preserved 2018 

ITV 

62 

£16.00 

Reading Trolleybuses Preserved 2006 

ITV 

67 

£16.00 

Manchester Metrolink 3 

ITV 

80 

£16.00 

Manchester Metrolink 4 

ITV 

80 

£16.00 

Kings of the Road 

DA Video 

60 

£17.99 

Five RTWs go to Brixton 

RTW Bus Group 90 

£12.00 
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BUSMARX 


INDE 


Buses and coaches for sale 

Buses and coaches wanted 

Bus and coach parts for sale 

Bus and coach parts wanted 

Storage wanted 

Restoration services 

Books, magazines and DVDs for sale 

Books, magazines and DVDs wanted 

Photographs wanted 

Models wanted 

Events 

Museums 


II 

II 

III 
III 
III 

V 

V 

V 

V 

V 
VI 


Other Categories (not listed this month) 

Accommodation 
Announcements 
Assistance available 
Assistance/information wanted 
Buses and coaches for hire 
Business for sale 
Groups 

Heritage bus services/tours 
Information wanted 
Miscellaneous artefacts for sale 
Miscellaneous artefacts wanted 
Models for sale 
Obituary 

Photographs for sale 
Presbus bookshop 
Property for sale 
Reunions 
Services 

Shared ownership 
Situation vacant 
Soceties 

Sponsorship wanted 
Storage/workshop facilities 



UEHICLE: RF530 1952 AEC Regal IV Ex-LT. 

DETAILS: Vintage Single Decker Bus £25,000 Viewing is encouraged. Based in High Wycombe. 


CONTACT: James Thorpe from Ward Jones Commercials, telephone 01494 711 510 
or e-mail: james@victoria-events.co.uk 


ADVERTISING RATES 



Genuine private readers’ lineage adverts are FREE and may include one 
FREE image. 

All advertisements will appear in the next available issue. 

DON’T DELAY, CONTACT US TODAY! 

E-mail your requirements to us. All correspondence should be marked as 
ADVERTISING’. 

Please note we do not accept private adverts over the phone. 


TRADE ADVERTISING 

Trade adverts are also accepted, for 
which our standard rates apply. 

These also apply to display advertising 
should private readers require it. 

For our latest competitive rates please 
call or e-mail Sandra Lamb: 

07887 883 421 

e-mail: presbusps2@btinternet.com 


e-mail: presbusps2@btinternet.com 









































Bristol single-deck bus Mechanically complete. Gardner 5LW £2,500 
contact Rush Green Motors on 01438 354174. (Trade). 


Restored single-deck bus or coach. Possibly needing some TLC 
Anything considered. Call Paul 07855 690246 or p.bryan388@ 
btinternet.com 


AEC radiator badge, steering wheel centre, various bus uniforms 
and blinds, Iner guard lamp, for Further Details Telephone 01302 
364330 


Nine rolls of moquette, 2m by (approx) 25m by Holdsworth of 
Huddersfield . Made 2012 to West Bromwich Corporation pattern of 
1950 £600 per roll or £5,000 for the lot. Buyer collects from Dudley. 
Contact Ken Rhodes, Black Country Museum Transport Group. 


Two Shell 5 Gallon Oil Drums with Hydraulic oil contained. One 
4 Gallon Can. Two Bedford Reconditioned Starters YRO YMT YNT. 
One Tiger Rear Brake Chamber Portion (Reconditioned). One Brand 
new Front Brake Chamber (Believe Ford). One Recon Bedford Rear 
chamber. One Rear Chamber? One Suspension Hydraulic Control 
Bedford YMT. One Reconditioned Bedford Alternator. One Brand new 
starter (DAF Ford) CA45F24-I8. Three Brand new vintage toilet door 
handles with keys. Two Brand new Javelin front spring bushes MKI 
One Brand new Konni Steering Damper. One Brand new Paramount 
headlight indicator holder. One Used Paramount Headlight. Two Floor 
Pods covers for air vents to locks. One N/S Paramount headlight 
assembly. One Brand new Paramount main interior light lenses. 

One Duple Dominant N/S Brand new mirror arm. One Mirror arm 
cracked at base Dueville. Various Mirror Head/Glasses some new for 
Dueville. Five Dominant 2/4 side windows Four Dominant window 
screens Sensible Offers Please. E-mail: mark@harrodscoaches.co.uk or 
telephone 01366 3811II. 


Ex-Midland General RE (ORC 4I7N) lots of work done, needs 
someone to continue the recommissioning work mainly around the 
front. For more details please e-mail: geoffrey.clark3 @ntlworld.com or 
phone 07590-992627. £3,000. 

1988 Mercedes Benz 609D/Reeve Burgess Beaver coach, E343 
TYD, excellent condition for age. 25 seat--belted coach seats, Class 
VI MoT to End January 2020. For preservation or continued service 
use. £2,250 ono.Contact: Malcolm Allder on 01255 475677 or 07904 
738201 (Clacton on Sea) 


Foden PVD/Massey FDM 724 Phillips of Holywell Available 
only for future preservation, this Foden has a Gardner 6LW engine 
and Massey 56-seat full height body. It was delivered new to Phillips 
of Holywell in July 1949 and is thought to have been an add-on to a 
Chester Corporation contract. It passed in 1969 to a nearby operator, 
Hollis of Queensferry for a few more years of schools work. Open to 
offers, Contact Dave Taylor 07814 514961. 


Bedford OB Bus had a 

full restoration in the 1990s 
by a group of enthusiasts 
in Dorset and carries the 
Abbot’s signage . Our 
syndicate purchased the bus 
nine years ago and has since 
been used lightly mostly for 
raising funds for charity. For 
three years it was used at the 
Goodwood Revival and has 
appeared at many local weddings. It is in good mechanical order having 
been regularly serviced and starts on the button. Time has come to let 
others enjoy the unique ambience of this historic vehicle. £25,000 ono. 
E-mail: mil.spike@gmail.com 


BUSES AND COACHES FOR SALE 


BUSES AND COACHES WANTED 


BUS AND COACH PARTS FOR SALE 


II 
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RUSH GREEN MOTORS 

Langley, Hitchin, Herts SG4 7PQ 
Tel: 01438 354174 Fax: 01438 353560 
www.rushgreenmotors.com 


Largest varied stock of vehicles and spare parts in the 
UK 1990 to pre-1940. Hundreds of vehicles, thousands 
of spare parts. UK and Continental vehicles including: 
AEC, ATKINSON, ALBION, EDFORD, B.M.C, COMMER, 
DODGE, FORD, LEYLAND, MAUDSLEY, SCANIA, 
BRISTOL, SEDDON, THORNYCROFT, VOLVO etc. 



Plaxton Embassy parts wanted Small length of side trim, and a 
near side rear bumper corner ‘sabrina’ also any other bright trim for a 
Plaxton Embassy body as fitted to 1961 Bedford SB. Contact Andrew 
Miller on 07793 284530 

One pair of rear engine mountings for a Bedford SB / 300 petrol 
engine. These may be the same as the ‘S’ Type lorry. Geoff Heels 0777 
648 5208 email geoffthebus@yahoo.com 


STORAGE WANTED 


Is anyone able to offer secure parking for a preserved double decker, 
ideally undercover, in the Northallerton area, area of North Yorkshire. 
Contact me on 07443 527025 


TRADE ADVERTISERS 

Call Sandra: 07887 883 421 

or send an e-mail to: 
presbusps2@btinternet.com 





RESTORATION SERVICES 


Central 


Bus Restorations Ltd 


We repair, refurbish and 
restore both modern and 
vintage vehicles. 

Both mechanical and body 
work including woodwork 
undertaken. 

Work undertaken in 
stages to meet individual 
requirements. 

Traditional coachpainting. 

We are located close 
to Junction 15 of the M6 


Call 07860 562165 / 01782 791757 
e-mail markl969owen@hotmail.co.uk 
or visit www.centralbusrestorations.co.uk 


SPARE PARTS SERVICE: We have Lodekka gearbox and axles available; 

Dennis Lancet 5 sp. gearbox; PD gearboxes ; RT engine, etc. 
WANTED: PD differential; Leyland National windscreens; Lodekka wings. 


LET US SELL 


Do you have to unload a project that has 
now become a burden? Is your landlord, 
wife or partner being unreasonable? 
We may be able to help by marketing 
your bus, completing unfinished work 
if necessary and resolving the problem 
for you. 

We are the specialists for classic 
buses in the UK. Our job is to field the 
enquiries, humour the tyre-kickers and 
work to match a vehicle to a need. With 
no hassle for you. Our Sale or Return 
Scheme offers the chance to: 

• Store your bus at no cost in secure 
facilities. 

• Respect any conditions you may wish 
to make (e.g. UK preservation only). 

• Sell it on your behalf at an agreed 
price. 

• We have in-house coachbuilding 
facilities to complete a restoration. 


Telephone: 

01291 689361 


E-mail Bob at The Classic Bus Centre: 

classicbuscentre@gmail.com 


YOUR BUS FOR YOU! 
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COACH REPAIRS & REFURBISHMENT 



Commercial and Vintage Coachwork Specialists 


Old and obsolete coach parts always wanted 


Unit 3, Hunmanby Industrial Estate, Bridlington Road, 
Hunmanby, Filey, North Yorkshire, Y014 OPH 

Telephone: 01723 892997 

E-mail: cobusuk@btconnect.com 


• Specialist Repairs & Resprays 

• Highest-End Restorations 

• Custom Renovations 

• Insurance Approved 


• We Have an Extensive Range 
of Parts in Stock and also 
Available to Order 

• Our Experienced and Friendly 
Staff Provide Both Impartial 
and Friendly Advice 



























BOOKS, MAGAZINES AND DVDs FOR SALE 


EVENTS 



SHOP 


STREETS OF I 
IV.ONPQN V2 




For a great selection 
of books, DVDs, 
magazines and 
models visit: 


London's Heritage 


www.keypublishing.com/shop 


BOOKS, MAGAZINES AND DVDs WANTED 


PSV Circle Fleet History PH2 Wilts & Dorset Motor Services 

(any condition). Email apswan@btinternet.com or call 01202 518708. 


PHOTOGRAPHS WANTED 


Quality slide collections (no rally shots please) for cash: best prices 
paid. Call Sandra: 07775828421 or E-mail: presbusps2@btinternet.com. 


MODELS WANTED 


4mm.(00 scale) of Bedford VAL/Duple Viceroy, built or unbuilt 
in any condition. Contact Tony by phone or text on 07702 473537 or 
email acardonel6@yahoo.co.uk 



Graham models 


Buy any 

unwaged 


e-mail: graham31.gl@gmail.com 


^ collections 

anywhere 

in the UK and 
_ witt collect 


EVENT ORGANISERS: Please send details of your events direct 
to Sandra Lamb for inclusion in this column as soon as possible, 
and in all cases at least three months in advance of the date of the 
event. We regret that otherwise we cannot guarantee inclusion. 
E-mail presbusps2@btinternet.com or by post to 12 Redland Close, 
Aldermans Green Industrial Estate, Coventry, CV2 2NP. 


SATURDAY 9 NOVEMBER 

Bourne, Lines. Delaine Bus Museum, Spalding Road, Bourne PEIO 
9LE. 12.00-16.00. Details: www.delaineheritagetrust.org 


SUNDAY 10 NOVEMBER 

Cosham, Portsmouth. Autumn Transport Fair. Community 
Centre, Wootton Street, Cosham, Portsmouth P06 3AP. 10.00-15.30. 
Admission £1.50. Stalls, free bus rides & light refreshments. Model Bus 
Federation display. Close to Cosham railway station. Convenient for 
A3/A27/M27/local buses. Details: vtransportgroup@btinternet.com or 
Facebook 

Dewsbury Bus Museum. Autumn Running Day. Admission by 
programme, £3 adult, accompanied children free. Advance copy £4 
by cheque payable to West Riding Omnibus Museum Trust, 47E Dale 
Street. Ossett. WF5 9HE. 10.00-16.30. Free services & tours. Large 
bus static display area. Free shuttle service from Dewsbury South 
Street to Ravensthorpe museum building. Up to 25 vehicles in service 
& large selection of visiting buses. Trade stalls, museum cafe, tombola 
& more. Visiting vehicles welcome. Free feeder services from Bradford, 
Castleford, Halifax, Huddersfield, Keighley, Leeds, Pontefract & 
Wakefield. Details: www.dewsburybusmuseum.org or Facebook. Call 
01924 265528 to book in a vehicle for free services 

South Yorkshire Transport Museum. Open Day. Unit 9, 
Waddington Way, Aldwarke, Rotherham S65 3SH. 10.30-16.00. Shop 
& cafe open. Free heritage shuttle bus from Rotherham, Greasbrough 
Road (The Trades), hourly 10.45-14.45. Admission £5, concession 
£3.50, accompanied u16 free. Details: 07828 068484, info@sytm.co.uk 
or www.sytm.co.uk 


SATURDAY 16 NOVEMBER 

5th Annual Northampton Transport Collectors Fair. Abington 
Church Hall, Park Avenue North, Northampton. 1000-1600. Admission 
£1.50. Over 30 tables of transport interest. Refreshments & vintage 
bus rides. Stagecoach bus 16 to Ecton Brook stops outside. Details/ 
stall bookings: Steve Loveridge, 794 Preservation Group, 75 Bakers 
Crescent, Irchester NN29 7BA. 

Enfield Transport Bazaar. St. Paul’s Centre, 102 Church Street, 
Enfield EN2 6AR. Junction of Church Street, Chase Side & Windmill 
Hill. Two mins walk from Enfield Chase railway station or ten mins from 
Enfield Town railway station. All buses serving Enfield Town stop within 
five mins walk. Up to 40 stalls selling transport books, photos, DVDs, 
maps, timetables, tickets & other memorabilia. Light refreshments. 

11.00-14.30. Admission £3, accompanied children free. Details: NLETE, 
8, The Rowans, Palmers Green, NI3 5AD (with SAE) or nleevents@ 
outlook.com 

The Trolleybus Museum at Sandtoft. Twilight & After Dark 
Trolleyday. Sandtoft, nr Doncaster. Details: www.sandtoft.org.uk 


SUNDAY 17 NOVEMBER 

Ipswich Transport Museum Classic Buses & Coaches. Focusing on 
buses & coaches from 1940s to present day. Rides on museum & visiting 
vehicles. 11.00-16.00. Admission £7, child £4.50, concession £6, family 
£20 (up to 2+3). Ipswich Transport Museum, Old Trolleybus Depot, 
Cobham Road, Ipswich IP3 9JD. Details: 01473 715666, enquiries@ 
ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk or www.ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk 

Devizes Toy & Train Collectors Fair. Corn Exchange, Market Place, 
Devizes SNIO IHS. 10.00-14.00. Refreshments. Admission £2. Details: 
01380 725322,07958 101891 orclementsfairs@aol.com 
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EPSOM & EWELL TRANSPORT FAIR 
SATURDAY 23rd NOVEMBER 10.00 am - 3.00 pm 

BOURNE HALL, SPRING STREET 
EWELL, KT17 1UF 

ADMISSION £2.00 

Close to 293, 406, 467, 470 and E16 bus routes in 
the London Travel Area (Zone 6) 


Both these transport fairs offer for sale bus, railway and 
commercial vehicle related items including : 

Books, DVDs, ephemera, memorabilia, models, 
photographs, postcards, tickets, videos etc. 

Refreshments available. 


MID SUSSEX TRANSPORT FAIR 
SATURDAY 28th DECEMBER 10.00 am - 3 pm 

CLAIRE HALL, PERRYMOUNT ROAD, 
HAYWARDS HEATH, RH16 3DN 

ADMISSION £2.00 

Close to Haywards Heath railway stations 
(opposite the former Southdown Bus Station) 


ENQUIRIES TO: Julian Bowden, 21 Forde Avenue, 
Bromley, BR1 3EU (SAE please). Mob: 07932 812 268 


TAL 

Transport Auctions of London 

TRANSPORT AUCTIONS of LONDON 

The Specialist Auction House for 

TRANSPORT COLLECTABLES 

Bus, Coach, Tram, Trolleybus & Rail 

Signs & plates;, badges, posters, maps, timetables, destination 
blinds, tickets & ticket machines, railwayana and other relics 
3 sales a year at the Croydon Park Hotel, East Croydon CR9 5AA 
(close to East Croydon station, hotel parking £2 an hour) 
400+ lots. Viewing from 9:30am, sales start at 11:00 
Also live on the internet at www.the-saleroom.com 




Next sale: Saturday 29 February 2020 

• Professional, efficient & expert service 

• Free advice & valuations without obligation 

• Comprehensive, illustrated catalogues, free by email 

• Top prices, 90% average sale rate 

• Prompt payments to vendors 

• Collections can be arranged 


Now welcoming entries for our February 2020 sale 

Contact us for free advice and valuations 

enquiries@transportauctionslondon.com 
Tel: 01737 237505 
www.transportauctionslondon.com 
For updates, visit our website or 
follow us on Facebook and Twitter 
Transport Auctions of London Ltd 
Hamilton House, 87-89 Bell Street, Reigate RH2 7AN 




FRIDAY/SATURDAY 22/23 NOVEMBER 

London Transport Museum. Discovery Tours at Acton Depot. 

Museum Depot, Acton Town, 2 Museum Way, 118-120 Gunnersbury 
Lane W3 9BQ. Tickets must be pre-booked. UI6 must be accompanied 
by adult. Details/Booking: 020 7565 7298 or www.ltmuseum.co.uk 


SATURDAY 23 NOVEMBER 

London Transport Museum. Art & Poster Tours at Acton 
Depot. Museum Depot, Acton Town, 2 Museum Way, 118-120 
Gunnersbury Lane W3 9BQ. Details: www.ltmuseum.co.uk 


SUNDAY 24 NOVEMBER 

Aston Manor (Aldridge) Transport Museum. Annual Collectors* 
Fair. Free bus service from Walsall. Shenstone Drive, off Northgate, 
Aldridge, West Midlands WS9 8TP. Admission £3, £2 children, £9 family 
ticket (2+3). Details: 01922 454761, www.amrtm.org or Facebook 


SUNDAY I DECEMBER 

Ipswich Transport Museum. The Christmas Cracker. Ride 
vintage fire engines & buses. Meet Santa in his grotto (£1 extra, includes 
gift). 11.00-16.00. Admission £7, child £4.50, concession £6, family 
£20 (up to 2+3). Ipswich Transport Museum, Old Trolleybus Depot, 
Cobham Road, Ipswich IP3 9JD. Details: 01473 715666, enquiries@ 
ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk or www.ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk 


SATURDAY/SUNDAY 7/8 DECEMBER 

Museum of Transport Greater Manchester. The Christmas 
Cracker. Boyle Street, Cheetham, Manchester M8 8UW. 10.00-16.30. 
Transport collectors’ fair with books, DVDs, models, photos & more. 
Vehicle display. Free Centreshuttle 4 bus operating from Corporation 
Street (stop NU) & Shudehill Interchange (Stand E) from 09.50. Details: 
0161 205 2122, email@gmts.co.uk or www.motgm.uk 


MUSEUMS 


Aldridge Transport Museum 2019 



Transport 
Collectors’ 
Fair 


Sunday 24 th November, 10:00 to 16:00 


Over 30 Tables with 
Pictures, Models, Memorabilia 
Plus the Museum Shop 
AND Sale of 

Museum Surplus and Duplicate Items 


Free Feeder Buses from Walsall 

Depart Walsall (Hatherton Road) 10:20 and every 30 minutes to 16:20 
We intend to run to timetable, but no departure can be guaranteed! 

Admission £3 adult, £2 child, £9 family 


Aston Manor Road Transport Museum Ltd 

Shenstone Drive, Off Northgate, Aldridge, Walsall WS9 8TP 
Contact and Details via www.amrtm.org and Facebook 
01922 454761 Registered Charity no. 519216 
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iPresbus N E WS 


telephone: 07887 883421 

e-mail: presbusps2@btinternet.com 

www.presbuspublishing.com 



; VISIT OUR SALES STAND 

AT THE FOLLOWING EVENTS 


DEWSBURY 

NORTHAMPTON 

ALDRIDGE 

MANCHESTER 

OXFORD 

LEEDS 


Sunday 10 November 
Saturday 16 November 
Sunday 24 November 
Saturday/Sunday 7/8 December 
Wednesday I January 
Saturday 4 January 


Bus Museum Running Day 
Transport Collectors’ Fair 
Transport Collectors’ Fair 
GMTS Christmas Cracker 
Bus Museum Event 
Bus/Rail Collectors’ Fair 





^ PTCSlPUS ^’ reC *' t car< ^ s acce P te d on our wide range of books, DVDs and back issues! 


•O 

P U B L 


S H I N G 




VISA 

ELECTRON 


e-mail: presbusps2@btinternet.com www.presbuspublishing.com 
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Mail Order Book Service 


88 Presbus 

PUBLISHING 


We accept payment by credit/ 
debit cards. Please telephone or 
e-mail us to place your order. 

MasterCard. Maestro J 


I VISA 

ELECTRON 


Orders are sent 

(to UK addresses only). Please 

call for overseas postal rates. 

Please allow 14 days for delivery. 
If you require a faster service, 
please notify us at the time of 
placing your order. 

See our website for a full list of 
titles currently available. E&EOE 


Telephone: 

07887 883 421 

e-mail: presbusps2@btinternet.com 

www.presbuspublishing.com 


PLEASE INCLUDE A TELEPHONE 
NUMBER WITH ALL ORDERS! 

This exclusive service is provided 
by the publishers of 



ORDER NOW 
FOR POST-FREE 
UK" DELIVERY 

(* APPLIES TO UK ORDERS ONLY - 
PLEASE CALL FOR OVERSEAS RATES) 


A SELECTION OF NEW AND RECENT TITLES 


Coaches in and 
around Brighton 

J Stanford | Amberley 
96 pages | sbk 

£14.99 



British Independent 
Buses in the 1990s 

Richard Stubbins 
Amberley 

96 pages | softback 

£14.99 


Stagecoach 



National Bus 
Company: The Early 
Years 

Kevin Lane | Amberley 
96 pages | softback 

£14.99 



Buses, Coaches, 
Trolleybuses & 
Recollections 103: 
1966 

H Conn | Silver Link 
64 pages \ sbk £8.00 


COACHES 

IN AND AROUND 

BRIGHTON 

SIMON STANFORD 



Yorkshire Buses 

Scott Poole | Amberley 
96 pages | softback 

£14.99 




Stagecoach in the 
21st Century 

K Jenkinson | Amberley 
96 pages | softback 

£14.99 


NATIONAL BUS 
COMPANY 
THE EARLY YEARS 



Buses, Coaches & 
Recollections 96: 
1977 

H Conn | Silver Link 
64 pages | sbk £8.00 


m r 




BRITISH INDEPENDENT 
BUSES IN THE 1980s 


:• o 



NBC Dual Purpose 
Vehicles 

M Hitchen | Amberley 
96 pages | sbk 

£14.99 


RT MEMORIES 



Wolverhampton 
Trams and Buses 

Alec Brew | Amberley 
96 pages | softback 

£14.99 

DAVID MOTH 


BUSES IN 
NORTHERN 
ENGLAND 



Garaging London’s 
Red Buses 

M. Webber | Capital 
184 pages \ hbk 

£35.00 



British Independent 
Buses in the 1980s 

R. Stubbings | Amberley 
96 pages | sbk 

£14.99 



RT Memories: 
Capital Service for 
40 Years 

Bowden | Dryhurst 
Bowden Publishing 
84 pages | softback 

£16.00 



Buses in Northern 
England 

D Moth | Amberley 
96 pages | softrback 

£14.99 



Buses, Coaches & 
Recollections 95: 
1976 

H Conn | Silver Link 
48 pages | sbk £6.00 


1 

Buses, Coaches, 

Trams & 

Buses, Coaches, 
Trolleybuses & 

1 i 

r 

a 


Recollections 92: 

Recollections 98: 


B v; 

1956 

1960s 


MHC Baker | Silver Link 

H Conn \ Silver Link 


64 pages \ sbk £8.00 

64 pages \ sbk £8.00 
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ORDER NOW AND GET 
POST-FREE UK DELIVERY 


AEC 

REGENT V 


VHMAKJ J BROWN 


BET BUSES 


in the 1960s 

f 


BRITISH 

BUSES 


I BRITAIN'S 

a Hope 


CENTRAL SOUTH BUSES 


London s Night Buses 


LONDON TRANSPO RT 
1970-1984 


Ttrrmr 


SCOTLAND 


HANDBOOK 


VOLVO AlLSA 


Please include a telephone number with all orders! 


Around London by Trolleybus I 


Adam Gordon £32.00 £18.00 


Badgerline 

BET Buses in the 1960s 
Britain’s Olympic Hope 
British Buses 1967 

Bus & Coach Preservation H’book 2011 


Ian Allan 

£22.50 

£14.00 

Ian Allan 

£19.99 

£12.00 

Presbus Publishing 

£12.50 

£5.00 

Pen & Sword 

£25.00 

£14.00 

Presbus Publishing 

£14.95 

£2.00 


Central South Buses in the 1970s 


Presbus Publishing £8.50 £3.00 


Colours of the South Downs 
Colours of Greater Manchester 
Cumberland Motor Services 1922-2012 
Delaine Reflections on 125 Years Service 
Devon General as it was 


Capital 

£19.95 

£12.00 

Capital 

£22.50 

£15.00 

Venture 

£15.00 

£10.00 

Venture 

£18.00 

£12.00 

Adam Gordon 

£15.00 

£10.00 


Kingston upon Hull Tramways 


Adam Gordon £50.00 £30.00 


London Enviro 400 

Pen & Sword 

£25.00 

£13.00 

London Bendy Bus 

Pen & Sword 

£19.99 

£11.00 

London Buses in the 1990s 

Visions 

£16.95 

£8.00 

London’s Night Buses Vol 1 

Capital 

£19.95 

£12.00 

London Transport 1970-1984 

Ian Allan 

£22.50 

£14.00 

Looking Back at PTE Buses 

Coastal Shiping 

£16.00 

£10.00 


Manx Electric Tramway Saga 

Adam Gordon 

£38.00 

£22.00 

Potteries Motor Services a Retrospective 

Venture 

£25.00 

£12.00 

Prestige: Sheffield United Tours 

Venture 

£9.95 

£6.00 

Prestige: Yorkshire Traction 2 

Venture 

£9.95 

£6.00 

Regional Tramways: Scotland 

Pen & Sword 

£20.00 

£12.00 


Scottish Tram Services 

Scottish TTS 

£48.00 

£20.00 

Super Prestige: Bury 


Venture 

£16.95 

£10.00 

Super Prestige: Ellen Smith 


Venture 

£16.95 

£10.00 

Super Prestige: Hull 


Venture 

£16.95 

£10.00 

Super Prestige: Independent Operators of NW England 

Venture 

£18.95 

£12.00 

Super Prestige: Independent Operators West Yorkshire 

Venture 

£20.00 

£10.00 

Super Prestige: Morecambe & Lancaster 


Venture 

£16.95 

£10.00 

Super Prestige: Oldham 


Venture 

£16.95 

£10.00 

Super Prestige: Rochdale 


Venture 

£15.95 

£9.00 

uper Prestige: Scottish Rebuilt Boses 


Venture 

£17.00 

£10.00 

Swanbrook Motor Services 

Colin Martin 

£9.99 

£4.00 


Twilight Years of the Edinburgh Tram Adam Gordon £32.00 £18.00 


Volvo Ailsa 


Ian Allan £19.99 £12.00 
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latest 


BARGAINS 


Limited stock - order 

/ — 4 


r ,now to avoi 


avoid disappointment! 


TITLE 


AEC Buses since 1955 
AEC Regent V 


PUBLISHER WAS NOW 


Ian Allan £22.50 £14.00 
Ian Allan £19.99 £12.00 
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We accept payment by credit/ 
debit cards. Please telephone or 
e-mail us to place your order. 


Order now for UK delivery 

Call us on: 07887 883 421 


° Presbus 
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PUBLISH 
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e-mail: presbusps2@btinternet.com www.presbuspublishing.com 



















telephone 01442 820580 

e-mail bcp@webscribe.co.uk 

Unit 4, College Road Business Park, College Road North, Aston Clinton, HP22 5EZ 





















































RETURNS 


WESTERN WELSH 

90 YEARS YOUNG 


WARRINGTON 


BLACKPOOL BEAUTY 


Special 

Offer 

receive a 

Free copy of 

BUSES 

Yearbook 2020 

When you take 
out a subscription 
to B&CP today! 


free 


ji worth 


£17.99 


SUBSCRIBE TODAY! 

I would like to take out a subscription to Bus & Coach Preservation, starting with the 
_issue, and claim my special offer. 

□ 12 issues-UK £57.60 □ 12 issues - Europe £82.00 □ 12 issues - ROW £92.00 

□ Quarterly Direct Debit - £14.25 per quarter (UK - 12 issues only) CODE: BCP2206 


Gift Subscription Details (if required) 


Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms:_Forename:_ 

Surname:_ 

Address:_ 

Post Code:_Country:_ 

Tel No:_ □ The subscription recipient is under 16 

E-mail:_ 


Your Details 


Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms:_Forename:_ 

Surname:_ 

Address:_ 

Post Code:_Country:_ 

Tel No:_ □ The subscription recipient is under 16 

E-mail:_ 

□ We would like to keep you informed by email about Presbus Publishing’s future offers and new product launches. 
Please tick this box to let us know that you are happy for us to do this. Don’t forget, you can change your contact 
preferences at any time by logging into your account or by using the unsubscribe links which you will find on all our 
emails. Account details will be active once the subscription is live. 


FOR DEBIT / CREDIT CARD ORDERS PLEASE CALL: 01442 820580 


Cheque 


I enclose a cheque to the value of £ _ 

(please make cheque payable to Presbus Publishing - Eurocheques are not accepted) 

Offer ends 10.12.19 - only open to new subscribers. Subscriptions are non-refundable. 

INSTRUCTION TO YOUR BANK OR ^DIRECT 

BUILDING SOCIETY TO PAY BY DIRECT DEBIT b ' * 

Please fill in the whole form using a ball point pen and send to: 

Bus & Coach Preservation Subscriptions Department 

Unit 4, College Road Business Park, College Road North, Aston Clinton, HP22 5EZ. 
Tel: 01442 820580 Fax: 01442 827912 E-mail: bcp@webscribe.co.uk 

Name and full postal address of your bank or building society 

Service Users Number: 


4 2 7 0 4 9 


Name of Bank / Building Society:_ 

Address of Bank / Building Society:_ 

_Post Code: 


Name of Account Holder: 


Bank / Building Society Account Number 












Branch Sort Code: 











Reference (office use only) 












Instruction to your Bank or Building Society 

Please pay Presbus Publishing Direct Debits from the account detailed in this instruction subject to the safeguards 
assured by the Direct Debit Guarantee. I understand that this instruction may remain with Presbus Publishing and, if so, 
details will be passed electronically to my Bank/Building Society. 


Signature: 


Date: 


Banks and building societies may not accept Direct Debit instructions for some types of account. 


- -=*£-■ 


■~£r- 


--=*£■ 


The Direct Debit Guarantee (this should be detached and retained by the payer) ^)BebFt 

■ This Guarantee is offered by all banks and building societies that accept instructions to pay Direct Debits. 

■ If there are any changes to the amount, date or frequency of your Direct Debit (Webscribe Ltd) will notify you 10 
working days in advance of your account being debited or as otherwise agreed. If you request (Webscribe Ltd) to 
collect a payment, confirmation of the amount and date will be given to you at the time of the request. 

■ If an error is made in the payment of your Direct Debit, by (Webscribe Ltd) or your bank or building society, you are 
entitled to a full and immediate refund of the amount paid from your bank or building society. 

■ If you receive a refund you are not entitled to, you must pay it back when (Webscribe Ltd) asks you to. 

■ You can cancel a Direct Debit at any time by simply contacting your bank or building society. Written confirmation may 
be required. Please also notify us. 
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SERVICE H-wuk 


VOLUME 6 


The sixth volume of The London Bus 
appears at a time of anniversaries 
and anticipation - a year that marks 
40th anniversaries of classic buses’ 
retirement, the 60th and 80th of 
significant arrivals and London 
anticipating the fruits of moves to make 
its modern vehicles cleaner and safer. 


In this 132-page special publication, 
we anticipate these forthcoming 
developments, look back at past 
changes on the London bus scene and 
focus on more of London’s bus routes, 
the vehicles that serve them and some of 
the garages that support them. 


FEATURING: 


• ANNIVERSARIES AND ANTICIPATION 


• LONDON BY BUS 
— ROUTE 2 


• SUBURBAN LONDON 
— KINGSTON 


• COMMERCIAL OPERATION 
— BEYOND TENDERED SERVICES 


• MINIBUSES 

— SMALL AND PERFECTLY FORMED 


• LIVES AFTER LONDON 
— WE HAD OUR TEA 


AVAILABLE NOW FROM wusmi.i AND ALL LEADING NEWSAGENTS 


ALTERNATIVELY, ORDER DIRECT 


PLUS FREE P&P 


* Free 2nd class P&P on 
all UK & BFPO orders. 
Overseas charges apply. 


LONDON BUS 


CELEBRATING A GREAT BRITISH ICON From BUSES Magazine 











